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INTRODUCTION 

Pastoral handbooks in the Lutheran tradition have been known 
by a variety of titles, although Manual and Agenda have been the 
most common. The title Occasional Services has been used by 
Lutherans in North America since the Common Service Book of 
1917. ; 

The occasional services in this volume are services for specific 
occasions (e.g., Ordination, Dedication of a Church) and for 
specific situations (e.g., Commendation of the Dying), as dis- 
tinguished from services of worship of a more general character 
such as the Holy Communion or Evening Prayer. The services 
can be divided into three categories. First, there are the orders 
and ritual actions used by the church—tocal, regional, or na- 
tional—to dedicate property, buildings, and furnishings; to set 
persons in positions of leadership; and to order its own life. Sec- 
ond, there are materials for use in the exercise of the pastoral 
ministry. These include specific services, as well as suggestions 
and resources for pastoral care in particular situations. Third, 
there are materials for use by the congregation which extend the 
ministry of the whole people of God. Some of these are related 
to congregational life, such as the Distribution of Communion to 
Those in Special Circumstances, and some are for family settings, 
such as the Anniversary of a Baptism and the Anniversary of a 
Marriage. 

Occasional Services is a joint effort of the Association of Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Churches, the Lutheran Church in America, The 
American Lutheran Church, and The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Canada. Not all of the services are common to the 
tradition and practices of all of the churches. In planning for the 
use of the services, pastors and other worship leaders should be 
guided by the polity of their respective church bodies. 

This book is a companion to Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978. 
Those who plan and those who lead the services included in this 
book are urged to consult carefully Lutheran Book of Worship: 
Ministers Edition, especially Notes on the Liturgy, page 13. 

The title in Lutheran Book of Worship for the chief service of the 
congregation is “Holy Communion,” even when the Sacrament is 
not celebrated. The language in Occasional Services is consistent 
with that practice, and when the rubrics here speak of the Holy 
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Communion they also refer to ante-communion, when the Sacra- 
ment is not celebrated. 

Lutheran Book of Worship symbols are used also to designate the 
participants in the occasional services. Leadership portions re- 
served for ordained pastors are marked (P| = presiding minister; 
unless otherwise noted, the presiding minister is a pastor of the 
congregation. Leadership portions appropriate for lay persons are 
marked A = assisting minister. Portions for the entire congrega- 
tion are marked @ = congregation. Leadership portions which do 
not require a pastor are marked (L) = leader. The responses of 
individuals or specific groups are marked {%. When an assembly 
of whatever size speaks in unison, ™ = leader or minister and 
those assembled. 

A red line around certain portions of the service indicates op- 
tional material. An OR is placed between optional sections. 

A vertical red line placed in the left margin indicates material 
which may be omitted under certain circumstances. 

The numbers printed in parentheses ( ) throughout this book are 
references to Lutheran Book of Worship rubrics. The numbers 
printed in angle brackets ¢ ) are references to Occasional Ser- 
vices rubrics. 

Psalm references and verse divisions reflect the versification of 
the psalms in Lutheran Book of Worship. If a psalm is read from 
another translation, it is important to check the versification 
against the psalter in Lutheran Book of Worship. When using ver- 
sions of the Bible which follow the Vulgate numbering system 
(e.g., The Jerusalem Bible), the number of the psalm must be 
checked also. 

All other scripture references and verse divisions reflect the versi- 
fication in the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. If another 
version is used, it is important to check its versification against 
the RSV. 

To facilitate reference, the prayers are numbered consecutively 
from the beginning of the book, starting with the number 429 to 

continue the Lutheran Book of Worship numbering sequence. (A 

prayer appearing at two places in the book will have the same 

number in both positions.) The prayer number is the small num- 
ber at the end of the prayer. 

Care must be taken to preserve the integrity of the church year 

when using the occasional services during the chief service of the 
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congregation. The Principal Festivals—The Nativity of Our Lord 
(Christmas Day), The Epiphany of Our Lord, The Resurrection 
of Our Lord (Easter Day), The Ascension of Our Lord, The Day 
of Pentecost, The Holy Trinity—always have precedence over 
any other day or observance. Moreover, the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, and Easter have their own distinct character 
which should be preserved. It is not desirable to schedule an oc- 
casional service at the chief service of the congregation on any 
of those Sundays, lest the message of the day be blunted or 
obscured. It may be appropriate, however, to schedule an occa- 
sional service on one of the Principal Festivals at an hour other 
than that of the chief service of the congregation. For example, 
an ordination in the afternoon of The Day of Pentecost is appro- 
priate. 

With careful and creative use, Occasional Services can provide 
continuity in the rich heritage of the Church in liturgy and pasto- 
ral care, to the end that the Gospel will be proclaimed with 
faithfulness and clarity. 

1 



© 
ENROLLMENT OF 

CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

1. This order is for the enrollment of those who will be given in- 
struction leading to Holy Baptism. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Sermon, Hymn of the Day, and Creed (20). 

Stand 

3. Each candidate is presented by his/her sponsor to the minister: 

I present ____name___ for enrollment as a candidate for 
Holy Baptism. 

Sit 

4. The minister addresses the candidates: 

'P’ Through the Word of God you have been drawn toward our 
community of faith. Are you ready now to enter further into our 
life together by regularly attending the worship of God and by 
receiving instruction? 

5. Each candidate answers in turn: 

6. The minister addresses the sponsors: 

P) Will you who sponsor these persons support them by prayer 
and example and help them to grow in the knowledge and love 
of God? 

(3 I will. 

Stand 
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ENROLLMENT OF CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

7. The minister addresses the congregation: 

| Friends in Christ: God’s people are called to build up one 
another in the faith. Will you support the nurture of these per- 
sons with prayer, words, and deeds? 

@ We will. 

8. The following prayer is said. 

(P] Let us pray. 

Most gracious God, we thank you for _____names__, who 
have experienced the guiding presence of your Holy Spirit in 
their lives. Give them your peace, and make them steadfast in 
faith throughout their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, now 
and forever. (429) 

( Amen 

9. One of the following prayers may be said. 

(P| O God, the Creator and Savior of all: Look with mercy on 
your children whom you call to yourself in love. Cleanse their 
hearts and guard them as they prepare to receive your sacra- 
ments, that, led by your Holy Spirit, they may be united with 
your Son and enter into the inheritance of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_¢430) 

OR 

[Pi Almighty God, you have given life to your people by the 
death and resurrection of your Son. May these candidates for 
Baptism take up their cross and, following Christ, reveal him 

in their lives; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. (431) 

(@ Amen 

10. All return to their places. The liturgy for Holy Communion 
continues with the Prayers (22). 

II. Those who have been enrolled as candidates for Baptism do not 
receive Holy Communion. 

14 



ENROLLMENT OF CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> The preparation of candidates for Baptism is a solemn responsi- 
bility of the Christian community. Congregations may find people 
seeking membership who have received little or no religious in- 
struction and are not baptized. Especially in those cases, an 
enrollment service, followed by a period of systematic instruction 
and formation in the Christian faith, may be desirable. The prepa- 
ration for Baptism is marked by three stages. 

> STAGE 1. INQUIRERS’ CLASS. This stage involves sufficient prepa- 
ration through instruction and example to enable persons to 
determine their desire for Baptism. 

> STAGE 2. ENROLLMENT. This service ordinarily is scheduled on a 
Sunday several weeks before the stated day for Baptism. When 
Holy Baptism is administered at Easter, enrollment as a candidate 

occurs at the beginning of Lent; when Baptism is planned for The 
Baptism of Our Lord (First Sunday after the Epiphany), the enroll- 
ment takes place at the beginning of Advent. 

> StaGE 3. INSTRUCTION. This stage involves regular association 
with the worshiping community (although the candidates do not 
receive Holy Communion), the practice of life in accordance with 
the Gospel (including service to the poor and neglected); encour- 
agement and instruction in the life of prayer; and basic instruction 
in Christian understandings about God, human relationships, and 
the meaning of life. 

> A fourth period immediately follows the baptismal incorporation 
into the body of Christ. When persons are baptized at the Vigil of 
Easter, this period extends over the 50 days of Easter. This period 
is devoted to formal and informal activities which will assist the 
newly baptized in experiencing and appropriating the fullness of the 
corporate life of the Church and in gaining a deeper understanding 
of the meaning of the sacraments. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. » When used with Service of the Word, the order for Enrollment 

of Candidates for Baptism replaces the Dialog (2) and the Creed. 

3. > It is appropriate for members of the congregation to sponsor 
the candidates, accompanying them through instruction, through 
the rite of the Baptism, and into the life of the congregation. 

10. > Service of the Word continues with the Old Testament Canti- 

cle (3). 
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© 
BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

I. This order may be used when an unbaptized person is in danger 
of death and Baptism is requested. It is desirable that Christian 
witnesses be present. 

2. When a pastor is not available, anp baptized person may admin- 

ister Holy Baptism. 

3. The baptizing person applies water to the head of the candidate 
three times while saying: 

_____name____, | baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

OR 
Cr 

_____name____is baptized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

16 



BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

4. The Lord's Prayer is said by those present. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

™ Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen — 

5. The following or other appropriate prayers may be said. 

We thank you, almighty God, that by water and the Holy Spirit 
you have bestowed upon this your child the forgiveness of sin 
and have raised him/her to the new life of grace. Bless him/her, 
O Lord, with your presence, enfold him/her in the arms of your 

mercy, and keep him/her in your love forever. Amen (432 

Public Recognition of the Baptism 

6. Public Recognition of the Baptism is used with a young child 
who was baptized in an emergency. 

7. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, the public 

recognition of a Baptism administered in an emergency follows the 

Sermon (18). 

Sit 

17 



PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF THE BAPTISM 

8. A baptismal hymn may be sung as the newly baptized, sponsors, 

and parents gather at the font. 

P) In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us 
from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen human- 
ity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God and 
inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are 
made members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we 
live with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God. 

9. A sponsor presents the newly baptized with these or similar 
words: 

I present to this community of faith _____name___., who on 
___date___- was baptized with water in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

10. The minister addresses the sponsors and parents: 

‘P| In Christian love you have had this child baptized. You 
should, therefore, faithfully bring him/her to the services of 
God’s house, and teach him/her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, 

and the Ten Commandments. As he/she grows in years, you 
should place in his/her hands the Holy Scriptures and provide 
for his/her instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the 
covenant of his/her Baptism and in communion with the Church, 
he/she may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. 

Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 

(& I do. 

Stand 

11. The Prayers (22) may be said at this time, with special refer- 
ence to the one baptized. 

Afier each portion of the prayers: 

‘A’ Lord, in your mercy, 

(3 hear our prayer. 

18 



BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

12. The minister begins the thanksgiving. 

The Lord be with you. hs) 

@ And also with you. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

3 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you 
created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and 
sustain us and all living things. 

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved 
those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel 
by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery 
into the freedom of the promised land. In the waters of the Jor- 
dan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. 
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved 
Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has 
opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He 
made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. 
In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

We give you thanks that by your Holy Spirit aM Se 
has been given new life through the waters of Baptism, and that 
you have made him/her an inheritor of your glorious kingdom. 

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. (433) 

Amen 

[r9| 

13. The minister addresses the baptismal group and congregation: 

P| I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 

fa] Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his 

mpty promises? OQ 

[% I do. 
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PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF THE BAPTISM 

P| Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

P) Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

( I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

(P]} Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

(4 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

Sit 

14. A psalm or hymn may be sung as the minister and the baptis- 
mal group go before the altar. 

iP) The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

15. The minister lays both hands on the head of the baptized and 
prays for the Holy Spirit. 

a 

P) God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks 
for freeing your sons and daughters from the power of sin and 
for raising them up to a new life through this holy sacrament. 
Pour your Holy Spirit upon name : the spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 
your presence. —(246) 

(@ Amen 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 
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BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

16. The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the 
baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of 
the cross is made, the minister says: 

P) _____name____, child of God, you have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

The sponsor responds: “Amen.” 

17. A lighted candle may be given to the sponsor by a representa- 
tive of the congregation who says: 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

18. This prayer may be said. 

P’ O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the fa- 
ther and mother of this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift 
you have given them. Make them teachers and examples of 
righteousness for their child. Strengthen them in their own Bap- 
tism so they may share eternally with their child the salvation 
you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_aa7y 

( Amen 

Stand 

19. The ministers and the baptismal group turn toward the congre- 
gation; a representative of the congregation says: 

Through Baptism God has made ____ame_ a member of 
the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim 
the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to 
all the world. 

{3 We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a 
fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly 
Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God. 

20. The ministers may exchange the peace with the baptized, with 

his/her sponsors and parents, and with the congregation. 

Peace be with you. “ Peace be with you. 

21. All return to their places. 

Sit 

22. The service continues with the Offering (24). 
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BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

» Baptism conducted in an emergency should be reported to the 
pastor of the appropriate congregation for recording. 

> If the person baptized survives, the pastor should instruct the 
newly baptized adult or the parents of a newly baptized child re- 
garding the significance of Baptism and the obligations for 
instruction and nurture in faith. 

» Although sponsors may not have been present at the Baptism, it 
is appropriate that such persons be selected to share responsibility 
for spiritual nurture. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

6. » Affirmation of Baptism, Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers 
Edition, page 324, may be used for the public recognition of the 
Baptism of an adult who, in danger of death, was baptized. Or 

Public Recognition of the Baptism may be modified as necessary. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF A BAPTISM 

1. Anniversary of a Baptism is intended for use in the home. 

2. A parent or sponsor may lead this service. 

3. A baptismal hymn may be sung. 

4. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of 
their Baptism as they say: 

In the name of the Father, and of the > Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen 

5. As the baptismal candle is lighted, the leader may say: 

L| Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

the light no darkness can overcome. 

OR 

‘L) Let your light so shine before others that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
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6. One or more lessons may be read by members of the family. 

A reading from Romans: Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be de- 
stroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who 
has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ 
being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him. The death he died he died to sin, once 
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

(Rom. 6:3-11) 

A reading from St. John: “Tn truth I tell you, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit.” 

(John 3:5) 

A reading from First Peter: Like newborn babes, long for the 
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation; for 
you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. (1 Peter 2:2-3) 

A reading from Colossians: May you be strengthened with all 
power, according to God’s glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 
us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has deliv- 
ered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son. Got 1:11-13) 

A reading from Ephesians: In Christ you also, who have heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have be- 
lieved in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which 
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory. (Eph. 1:13-14) 

A reading from Ephesians: | therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, 
beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, with all lowliness and meekness, with patience, for- 
bearing one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, 
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Just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, 
who is above all and through all and in all. pn. 4:1-6) 

A reading from Second Corinthians: Therefore, if any one is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, 
the new has come. (2 Cor. 5:17) 

A reading from St. Matthew: Some people brought children to 
Jesus for him to place his hands on them and to pray for them, 
but the disciples scolded the people. Jesus said, “Let the children 
come to me and do not stop them, because the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.” He placed his hands on them 
and then went away. (Matt. 19:13-15) 

7. Those present may discuss the meaning of Baptism for daily life. 
The service of Holy Baptism or Luther's Small Catechism may 
serve as the basis for such discussion. The leader may introduce 
this conversation with these words: 

L In Baptism, God brings us into his family and calls us his 
own. By Baptism, God gives us the gifts of faith, love, life, for- 

giveness, and strength, and asks us to respond in faithfulness to 

him and in service to others. 

In answer to the question, “What does Baptism mean for daily 
living?” The Small Catechism responds: “It means that our sinful 
self, with all its evil deeds and desires, should be drowned 

through daily repentance; and that day after day a new self 
should arise to live with God in righteousness and purity for- 
ever” 

8 Prayers follow. 

'L) Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, we thank you for the new life you have given 
us through Holy Baptism. Especially, we ask you to bless 

name on the anniversary of his/her Baptism. Con- 
tinue to strengthen name with the Holy Spirit, and 
increase in him/her your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 434) 

(3 Amen 
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Those present may be invited to offer petitions and thanksgivings. 
The prayers conclude: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

® Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

9. The blessing is said. 

L) The Lord bless us and keep us. = 
The Lord make his face shine on us 

and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor 

and give us peace. 

OR 

‘Ll The Lord almighty bless us, and direct our days and our 
deeds in his peace. 

i) Amen 
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MARRIAGE 

Stand 

I. The bride, groom, and wedding party stand in front of the minis- 
ter. The parents may stand behind the couple. 

P' The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

G And also with you. 

A Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, as you gladdened the 
wedding at Cana in Galilee by the presence of your Son, so by 
his presence now bring your joy to this wedding. Look in favor 
upon _._.mam_ Ss and. __tame__s and grant that 
they, rejoicing in all your gifts, may at length celebrate with 
Christ the marriage feast which has no end. (162) 

Amen 

Sit 

2. One or more lessons from the Bible may be read. An address 
may follow. A hymn may be sung. 

A) The Lord God in his goodness created us male and female, 
and by the gift of marriage founded human community in a joy 
that begins now and is brought to perfection in the life to come. 

Because of sin, our age-old rebellion, the gladness of marriage 
can be overcast and the gift of the family can become a burden. 

But because God, who established marriage, continues still to 
bless it with his abundant and ever-present support, we can be 
sustained in our weariness and have our joy restored. 
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[P)_____mame ss and __—smame__, if it is your inten- 
tion to share with each other your joys and sorrows and all that 
the years will bring, with your promises bind yourselves to each 
other as husband and wife. 

Stand 

3. The bride and groom face each other and join hands. Each, in 

turn, promises faithfulness to the other in these or similar words: 

l take you sa 

to be my wife/husband from this day forward, 
to join with you and share all that is to come, 
and I promise to be faithful to you 
until death parts us. 

4, The bride and groom exchange rings with these words: 

I give you this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness. 

5. The bride and groom join hands, and the minister announces 
their marriage by saying: 

P name and name , by their promises 
before God and in the presence of this congregation, have bound 
themselves to one another as husband and wife. 

Blessed be the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit now 
and forever. 

(P) Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder. 

(4 Amen 

Sit 

6. The bride and groom kneel. 

‘P| The Lord God, who created our first parents and established 
them in marriage, establish and sustain you, that you may find 
delight in each other and grow in holy love until your life’s end. 

(3 Amen 

7. The parents may add their blessing with these or similar words; 
the wedding party may join them. 

May you dwell in God’s presence forever; may true and constant 
love preserve you. 
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& The bride and groom stand. 

Stand 

A Let us bless God for all the gifts in which we rejoice today. 

P Lord God, constant in mercy, great in faithfulness: With high 
praise we recall your acts of unfailing love for the human family, 
for the house of Israel, and for your people the Church. 

We bless you for the joy which your servants, name 
and _____name_____, have found in each other, and pray that 
you give to us such a sense of your constant love that we may 
employ all our strength in a life of praise of you, whose work 
alone holds true and endures forever. (276) 

@ Amen 

Al: Det. usipray for. 2 sees oS and, nome rin 
their life together. 

P' Faithful Lord, source of love, pour down your grace upon 
name and name , that they may fulfill 

the vows they have made this day and reflect your steadfast love 
in their life-long faithfulness to each other. As members with 
them of the body of Christ, use us to support their life together; 
and from your great store of strength give them power and pa- 
tience, affection and understanding, courage, and love toward 
you, toward each other, and toward the world, that they may 
continue together in mutual growth according to your will in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. =a) 

Amen 

Other intercessions may be offered. 

‘A Let us pray for all families throughout the world. 

‘P| Gracious Father, you bless the family and renew your 
people. Enrich husbands and wives, parents and children 
more and more with your grace, that, strengthening and 

‘supporting each other, they may serve those in need and 
be a sign of the fulfillment of your perfect kingdom, where, 
with your Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, you live 
and reign, one God through all ages of ages. (278) 

(@ Amen 
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9. When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service contin- 
ues with the Peace (23). 

10. When there is no Communion, the service continues 

with the Lord’s Prayer. 

( Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

{ Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

'P) Almighty God, Father, *F Son, dnd Holy Spirit, keep you in 
his light and truth and love now and forever. 

( Amen 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

» For notes on Marriage, see Lutheran Book of Worship: Minis- 
ters Edition, page 36. 

PROPERS 

Hymn of Praise 
“T will sing the story of your love,” canticle 16. 

Prayer of the Day 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, as you gladdened the 

wedding at Cana in Galilee by the presence of your Son, so 
bring your joy to this wedding by his presence now. Look in 
favor upon ____ame_ and name , and grant 
that they, rejoicing in all your gifts, may at length celebrate the 
marriage feast which has no end with Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for- 
ever. (162) 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 33 Psalm 127 Psalm 136 

Psalm 100 Psalm 128 Psalm 150 

Psalm 117 

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord _ (Bs. 33:5) 
Happy are they who delight in the commandments of the Lord (Ps. 112:1) 
They are no longer two but one (Matt. 19:6) 

Genesis 1:26-31 Song of Solomon 2:10-13 Isaiah 63:7-9 
Genesis 2: 18-24 Song of Solomon 8:7 

Romans 12:1-2 Ephesians 5:21-33 1 John 4;7-12 
1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 Philippians 4:4-7 

Matthew 19:4-6 John 2:1-10 John 15:9-12 

3] 



BLESSING OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE 

Stand 

I. The husband and wife stand before the minister. Christian wit- 
nesses may accompany them. 

(P|) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

(@ And also with you. 

(P] Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, look in favor upon 
= ane and. ane Se Orant (themiyour, 
blessing, that they may live in steadfast love and faithfulness to 
one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 43s) 

( Amen 

Sit 

2. One or more lessons from the Bible may be read. An address 
may follow. A hymn may be sung. 
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3. The minister may say: 

‘A’ The Lord God in his goodness created us male and female, 
and by the gift of marriage founded human community in a joy 
that begins now and is brought to perfection in the life to come. 

Because of sin, our age-old rebellion, the gladness of marriage 
can be overcast and the gift of the family can become a burden. 

But because God, who established marriage, continues still to 

bless it with his abundant and ever-present support, we can be 
sustained in our weariness and have our joy restored. 

Stand 

4. The husband and wife may join hands. 

P) name and name : You have come 
here today to seek the intercessions of the Church and the bless- 
ing of God upon your marriage. Christ loved the Church and 
gave himself for it. In that same spirit of self-giving love, will 
you continue to live together as husband and wife, sharing all 
that is to come until death parts you? 

Yes, with the help of God. 

5. The minister addresses the congregation with these or similar 
words: 

P) Will you, friends and family of ____same___ and 
aime , Support this marriage with Christian love, 

remembering them in your prayers? 

We will. 

5. If rings have not been exchanged, the couple may exchange 
rings with these words: 

I give you this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness. 

Sit 

6. The husband and wife kneel. 

P) The Lord God, who created our first parents and established 
them in marriage, bless and sustain you, that you may find de- 
light in each other and grow in holy love until your life’s end. 

Amen 
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7. The parents and witnesses may add their blessing with these or 
similar words: 

May you dwell in God’s presence forever; may true and constant 
love preserve you. 

8. The husband and wife stand. 

Stand 

9. The prayers are said. Other appropriate prayers may be used 
instead. 

(Al Let us bless God for all the gifts in which we rejoice today. 

(P) Lord God, constant in mercy, great in faithfulness: With high 
praise we recall your acts of unfailing love for the human family, 
for the house of Israel, and for your people the Church. 

We bless you for the joy which your servants, name 
and____ame___, have found in each other, and pray that 
you give to us such a sense of your constant love that we may 
employ all our strength in a life of praise of you, whose work 
alone holds true and endures forever. —@76) 

( Amen 

(A) Let us pray for name and_____name_ in 
their life together. 

P) Faithful Lord, source of love, pour down your grace upon 
name and name , that they may reflect 

your steadfast love in their life-long faithfulness to each other. 
As members with them of the body of Christ, use us to support 
their life together; and from your great store of strength give 
them power and patience, affection and understanding, courage, 
and love toward you, toward each other, and toward the world, 
that they may continue together in mutual growth according to 
your will in Jesus Christ our Lord. (436) 

@ Amen 

Other intercessions may be offered. 

A) Let us pray for all families throughout the world. 

P] Gracious Father, you bless the family and renew your people. 
Enrich husbands and wives, parents and children more and more 
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with your grace, that, strengthening and supporting each other, 
they may serve those in need and be a sign of the fulfillment of 
your perfect kingdom, where, with your Son Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God through all ages of ages. 

(278) 
( Amen 

10. When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues 

with the Peace (23). 

Il. When there is no Communion, the service concludes as follows: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

( Onur Father, who art in heaven, | 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen } 

'P) Almighty God, Father, ‘i Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in 

his light and truth and love now and forever. 

(3 Amen 
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BLESSING OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> This order is intended for use by itself: When appropriate, how- 
ever, this order may be set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, 
following the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day (19), beginning 
with the address <3). 

> It is not desirable to schedule this service during Holy Week be- 
cause of the solemn character of that time. 

> Those desiring to have their civil marriage blessed should discuss 
their intentions with the pastor. They will need to present official 
documentation confirming their marriage: date, place, time, and 
participants. 

> The pastor should discuss with the couple the nature of a blessing 
of a civil marriage, making it clear that it is not a remarriage. The 
understanding of marriage outlined in the minister’s opening ad- 
dress to the couple <3) forms a basis for such discussion. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. > The lessons may be selected from those listed in the propers for 
Marriage, page 31. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF A MARRIAGE 

1. Anniversary of a Marriage may be used in a home or similar 
setting. When it is desirable to mark an anniversary within corpo- 
rate worship, the prayer <6) may be included in The Prayers. 

2. Family members or persons who participated in the couple’s 
marriage service may lead this service. 

3. A hymn of thanksgiving may be sung. 

4. The prayer is said. 

L Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, we thank you for 
providing name and______name___ these 

= years together. Grant that they, abiding in 
your love and faithfulness, may continue to share with one an- 
other their joys and sorrows and all that the years will bring; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (437) 

fj Amen 

5. One or both of the following or another appropriate lesson may 

be read. An address may follow. Informal conversation by the fam- 

ily and friends may be appropriate. 

A reading from First Corinthians: Earnestly desire the higher gifts. 
And I will show you a still more excellent way. If I speak in the 
tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
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gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am noth- 

ing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not 
arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in 
the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 

Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For 
our knowledge is imperfect and our prophecy is imperfect, but 
when the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away. When I 
was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I rea- 
soned like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish 

ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall understand fully, even as I 
have been fully understood. So faith, hope, love abide, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love. (1 Cor, 12:31—13:13) 

A reading from St. John: “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s com- 
mandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.” — (John 15:9-12) * 

6. Prayers may be said for the husband and wife, their children 
and family, the guests assembled, and other concerns. 

(L] Let us pray. 

God of love, you are always present with your abundant blessing 
in our homes. We are especially thankful this day for your grace 
active in the lives of name and name as 
they celebrate their anniversary of marriage. 
Fill them with tenderness and patience, and give them love to- 
ward you, toward each other, and toward the world. Be with 

them today and until that day when we all celebrate the mar- 
riage feast that has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — «438 

ii Amen 
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Those assembled may be invited to offer petitions and thanks- 
givings. The prayers conclude: 

® Our Father in heaven, ~\ 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

@ Our Father, who art in heaven, — 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

7. The children of the couple, other members of the family, or 
friends may say: 

May you continue to dwell in God’s presence forever; may true 
and constant love preserve you. 

8& The blessing may be said. 

(L| The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face shine on us 

and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor 

and give us peace. 

9. A hymn of thanksgiving may be sung. 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

5. » Other lessons may be selected from those listed in the propers 
for Marriage, page 31. 
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AFFIRMATION OF MARRIAGE VOWS 

1. This order is for use in marriage counseling or marriage enrich- 
ment occasions. 

2. A hymn may be sung. 

3. The minister greets the couple with these or similar words: 

() The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

4 And also with you. 

(P) Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, look with continuing 
favor upon __ame___ and name , and grant 
that they, rejoicing in all your gifts, may at length celebrate with 
Christ the marriage feast which has no end. (439) 

Amen 
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4, One or more lessons from the Bible may be read. 

5. The minister may say. 

)} The Lord God in his goodness created us male and female, 
and by the gift of marriage founded human community in a joy 

that begins now and is brought to perfection in the life to come. 

Because of sin, our age-old rebellion, the gladness of marriage 
can be overcast and the gift of the family can become a burden. 

But because God, who established marriage, continues still to 
bless it with his abundant and ever-present support, we can be 
sustained in our weariness and have our joy restored. 

6. The husband and wife face each other and join hands. Each in 
turn says these or similar words: 

______name______, | have taken you to be my wife/husband. I 

now renew my promise to be your loving partner, faithful to you 
until death parts us. 

7, The husband and wife kneel, and the minister blesses them. 

P) The Lord God, who created our first parents and established 
them in marriage, continue to sustain you, that you may find 
new delight in each other and grow in holy love until your life’s 
end. 

(i Amen 

8. The couple stands. * 

9, The prayers are said. 

P} Let us pray. 

Lord God, constant in mercy, we give you thanks for bestowing 
your blessing on your servants, name and name 
Grant them continued life together. Awaken them each day to 
new signs of your presence as they grow in love toward you, 
toward each other, and toward the world; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (440) 

“Amen 

P| Gracious Father, you bless the family and renew your people. 
Enrich husbands and wives, parents and children more and more 
with your grace, that, strengthening and supporting each other, 
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they may serve those in need and be a sign of the fulfillment of 
your perfect kingdom, where, with your Son Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God through all ages of 
ages. 78) 

(fj Amen 

10. Other intercessions for family, counselors, pastors, and the 

Church may be offered. The prayers conclude: 

™ Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

® Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

11. The blessing is said. 

(P) Almighty God, Father, > Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in 
his light and truth and love now and forever. 

Amen 

12. A hymn may be sung. 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> This order is intended for use by itself’ When appropriate, how- 
ever, this order may be set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, 

following the Sermon and Hymn of the Day (19), beginning with 
the address <5). 

» The language of this order is to be modified when more than one 
couple affirm their vows in the same service. 

» The pastor should discuss the nature of an affirmation of marriage 
vows with the couple, making it clear that it is not remarriage, but 
rather a time of reflection and reaffirmation. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

1. » Circumstances may indicate that Individual Confession and 
Forgiveness, page 45, or Corporate Confession and Forgiveness, 
Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 318, precede 
this service. 

4. » It is desirable that the lessons be selected carefully, to be ap- 

propriate to the reasons the couple is affirming their marriage 
vows. The lessons may be selected from those listed in the 
propers for Marriage, page 31. 

> A brief address, a brief explanation of the texts, or mutual 
consideration of the texts may follow. 

6. > It is recommended that the couple assist in preparing the af- 
firming statement. 

10. » The couple may offer petitions gn behalf of each other and 
their families. 
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INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 
AND FORGIVENESS 

1. The confession made by a penitent is protected from disclosure. 
The pastor is obligated to respect at all times the confidential na- 
ture of a confession. 

2. The pastor greets the penitent. Then the penitent may kneel. 
The pastor asks: 

'P) Are you prepared to make your confession? 

(4 I am. 

The pastor and penitent say the psalm together. 

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, 

but you take no delight in burnt offerings. 
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; 

in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
and cleanse me from my sin. (Ps. 51:16-18, 1-2) 

‘P| You have come to make confession before God. In Christ you 
are free to confess before me, a pastor in his Church, the sins of 
which you are aware and the sins which trouble you. 

(4 I confess before God that I am guilty of many sins. 
Especially I confess before you that. . . 
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INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

3. The penitent confesses those sins which are known and those 
which disturb or grieve him/her. 

For all this I am sorry and J pray for forgiveness. I want to do 

better. 

4. The pastor may then engage the penitent in pastoral conversa- 
tion, offering admonition and comfort from the Holy Scriptures. 
Then they say together: 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; 
in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. @s.51:1, 11-13) 

5. The pastor faces the penitent. 

(P| Do you believe that the word of forgiveness I speak to you 
comes from God himself? 

fs Yes, I believe. 

6. The pastor lays both hands on the head of the penitent. 

(P) God is merciful and blesses you. By the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

forgive you your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 
‘i Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

7. The penitent may pray silently in thanksgiving, or may pray 
together with the pastor: 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

He will not always accuse us, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. 

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
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INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, 

so far has he removed our sins from us. 

As a father cares for his children, 

so does the Lord care for those who fear him. (Ps. 103:8-13) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P Blessed are those whose sins have been forgiven, 
whose evil deeds have been forgotten. 

Rejoice in the Lord, and go in peace. 

8 The penitent may exchange the peace with the pastor. 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> For notes on Individual Confession and Forgiveness, see Lu- 

theran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 34. 

47 



PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

SICKNESS 

Psalm 91 

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High,* 
abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 

*He shall say to the Lorn, 
“You are my refuge and my stronghold,” 
* my God in whom I put my trust.” 

> He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter* 
and from the deadly pestilence. 

*He shall cover you with his pinions, 
and you shall find refuge under his wings; * 

his faithfulness shall be a Shield and buckler. 
>You shall not be afraid of any terfor by night,* 

nor of the arrow that flies by day; 
°of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * 

nor of the sickness that lays waste at midday. 
7A thousand shall fall at your side 
and ten thousand at your right haxd,* 

but it shall not come near you. 
*'Your eyes have only 1 to behold* 

to see the reward Of the wicked. 
° Because you have made the. Lorp your refuge, * 

and the Most High your palace 
10 there shall no evil happen to you, * 

neither shall any plague come near your oe 
11 For he shall give his angels charge Over you,* 

to keep you in all your ways. 
They shall bear you in their hands, * 

lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
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* PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

13 You shall tread upon the lidn and adder; * 
you shall trample the young lion 
and the serpent under your feet. 

‘Because he is bound to me in love, 
therefore will I deliver him;* 

I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
‘ He shall call upon me, and I will answer him;* 

I am with him in trouble; _ 

I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him,* 

and show him my salvation. 

Psalm 27:la 

The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

Psalm 42:1-3 

1 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, * 
so longs my soul for you, O God. Ps 

2My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; * 
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 

3My tears have been my food day and night,* ‘ 
while all day long they say to me, “Where now is your God?” 

Other psalms: Psalm 27 

Luke 4:38-44 

38 And Jesus arose and left the synagogue, and entered Simon’s 
house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and 
they besought him for her. 3? And he stood over her and rebuked 
the fever, and it left her; and immediately she rose and served 

them. 

4° Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any that 
were sick with various diseases brought them to him; and he laid 
his hands on every one of them and healed them. *t And demons 
also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But 
he rebuked them, and would not allow them to speak, because 

they knew that he was the Christ. 

42 And when it was day he departed and went into a lonely 
place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would 
have kept him from leaving them; *° but he said to them, “I 
must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS* 

cities also; for I was sent for this purpose.” And he was preach- 

ing in the synagogues of Judea. 

Jeremiah 14:9b 

You are in our midst, O Lord, and you have named us yours; do 
not forsake us, O Lord our God. 

Matthew 11:28-30 

28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest... . °° For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

John 14:27 

“Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace, such as the 
world cannot give. Set your troubled hearts at rest, and banish 
your fears.” 

Romans 8:38-39 

38] am convinced that there is nothing in death or life, in the 
realm of spirits or superhuman powers, in the world as it is or 
the world as it shall be, in the forces of the universe, °° in heights 
or depths—nothing in all creation that can separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I Peter 5:6-9a 

® Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand, and he will lift 
you up in due time. ‘Cast all your cares on him, for you are his 
charge. * Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. ° Resist 
him, firm in your faith. 

Other lessons: 2 Kings 5:1-14; Matthew 8:1-13; Matthew 9:2-8, 

18-26; Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 6:7, 12-13; Mark 7:31-37; Luke 

6:6-10; Luke 17:11-19; John 4:46-53; James 5:10-20. 

Prayers 

O Lord, visit and restore your servant for whom we offer our 
prayers. Look upon him/her in your mercy; give him/her comfort 
and sure confidence in you; defend him/her from danger and 
harm; and keep him/her in perpetual peace and safety; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (441) 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers: 
Mercifully hear our prayers and grant to your servant, 
—___mme______, the help of your power, that his/her sickness 
may be turned into health and our anxiety into joy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. <442) 

O God of power and love, be present with name ; 
that his/her weakness may be overcome and his/her strength re- 
stored; and that, his/her health being renewed, he/she may bless 

your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. aa) 

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve 
your servant, name ____, and give your power of healing 
to those who minister to his/her needs, that he/she may be 
strengthened in his/her weakness and have confidence in your 
loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (444) 

O Lord, look upon your servant, ____name_. Touch 
him/her with your healing hand and let your life-giving power 
flow into every cell of his/her body and into the depths of 
his/her soul, restoring him/her to wholeness and strength for 

service in your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (445) 

GRATITUDE 

Psalm 103:1-5, 19-22 

1Bless the Lorp, O my soul,* : 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

2Bless the Lorp, O my soul, * 
and forget not all his benefits. 

3 He forgives 4ll your sins* 
and heals all Your infirmities; 

4he redeems your life from the grave* 
and crowns you with mercy and fovingkindness; 

5he-satisfies you with good aie 
and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

19The Lorp has set his throne in heaven, * 
and his kingship has dominion 6ver all. 

20 Bless the Lorp, you ear of his, 
you mighty ones who do his bidding, * 

and hearken to the voice Of his won ELLIOTT LIBRARY | 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

21 Bless the Lor, all You his hosts,” 
you ministers of his who do his will. 

22 Bless the Lorp, all you works of his, 
in all places of his dominion; * 

bless the Lorp, O my soul. 

Other psalms: Psalm 8; 28:6-9; 30; 34:1-8; 100; 1 45, 150 

1 Chronicles 29:10-13 

10 David praised the Lorp in the 
presence of the whole assembly, saying, 

“Praise be to you, O Lorp, God of our father Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. 

11 Yours, O Lorp, is the greatness and the power 
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lorp, is the kingdom; 

you are exalted as head over all. 
12\Wealth and honor come from you; 

you are the ruler of all things. 
In your hands are strength and power 

to exalt and give strength to all. 
13. Now, our God, we give you thanks, 

and praise your glorious name.” 

Other lessons: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

* 

Prayers 

Almighty and gracious God, we give thanks that you have re- 
stored the health of your servant, _____ame__, on whose 
behalf we bless and praise your name. Grant that he/she may 
continue the mission you have given him/her in this world and 
also share in eternal glory at the appearing of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (228) 

O Lord our God, source of life and wholeness: Gladly we thank 
you that you hear our prayers for name , and that 
you are turning his/her sickness into health and his/her weakness 
into strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_¢446y 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

BEFORE CHILDBIRTH 

Psalm 67 

1May God be merciful to ts and bless us,* 
show us the light of his countenance, and come to us. 

*Let your ways be known upon earth,* 
your saving health among all nations. 

3Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 

‘Let the nations be glad and Sing for joy,* 
for you judge the peoples with equity _ 
and guide all the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 

®The earth has brought forth her increase; * 
may God, our own God, give ts his blessing. 

™May God give us his blessing,* . 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

Other psalms: Psalm 139:1-16 

Ecclesiastes 11:5 

As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is 
formed in a mother’s womb, so you cannot understand the work 
of God, the Maker of all things. 

Other lessons: Luke 1:39-55 

Prayers 

O God, the creator and sustainer of life, graciously preserve and 
protect name during childbirth, and safely bring 
forth in health and wholeness the infant whom you have created; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (447) 

O Lord our God, creator of all that exists: We thank you for the 

joy of watching new life begin and for the privilege of sharing 

with you in your continuing creation. In your mercy grant that 

these blessings may continue to us and even to our children’s 

children, that generations yet unborn may bless your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (448) 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS” 

FOLLOWING CHILDBIRTH 

Psalm 100 

1 Be joyful in the Lorn, all you lands; * 
- serve the Lorp with gladness 
and come before his presence With a song. 

2 Know this: The Lorp himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 

we are his people and the sheep Of his pasture. 
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his Courts with praise; * 

give thanks to him and call upon his name. 
4For the Lorn is good; his mercy is éverlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Other psalms: Psalm 8, 113, 127, 128 

Luke 18:15-17 

1° Now they were bringing even infants to Jesus that he might 
touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 
16 But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come 
to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom 
of God. 1’ Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the king- 
dom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

Other lessons; 1 Samuel 1:19-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; John 16:21 

Prayers 

Heavenly Father, you sent your owrt Son into this world as the 
child of Mary and Joseph. We thank you for the life of this 
child, _____name______, entrusted to our care. Help us to re- 
member that we are all your children, and so to love and nurture 
him/her that he/she may attain to that full stature intended for 
him/her in your eternal kingdom; for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
your Son and our Lord. — a3 

O gracious God, we give you thanks and praise that you have 
preserved your servant, ______name___, through the anxiety 
of childbirth. Enable her to live faithfully according to your will 
and finally to partake of everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (449) 
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O God our creator, grant that the child of __ name(s of parents) 
may increase in wisdom and stature and grow in your love and 
service, until he/she comes to your eternal joy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. ¢450) 

PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

Almighty God, giver of life and love, bless ____names of parents 
Grant them wisdom and devotion in their life together, that each 
may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, 
a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. So knit their wills 
together in your will and their spirits in your Spirit, that they 
may live together in love and peace all the days of their lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (451) 

STILLBIRTH OR DEATH SHORTLY AFTER BIRTH 

Psalm 130 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lorp; 
Lorp, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2 If you, LoRD, were to note what is done amiss,” 

O Lord, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
therefore you Shall be feared. 

4] wait for the Lorp; my soul waits for him; * 
in his word is my hope. 

° My soul waits for the Lorn, 
more than watchmen for the morning,” 

more than watchmen for the morning. 

0 Israel, wait for the Lorp,* 
for with the Lorp there i is mercy; 

‘with him there is plenteous redemption,* 
and he shall redeem Israel from All their sins. 

Romans 14:7-9 

7None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. *If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 

so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 

9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be 

Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS™* 

Prayers 

Lord God, Father of mercies and God of all comfort: We thank 

you for your care in this time of trial and sadness. Console and 

comfort these your servants with the assurance of your tender 
compassion and unfailing love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(452) 

O God our Father, your beloved Son took children into his arms 
and blessed them. Give us grace, we pray, that we may entrust 

name to your never-failing care and love, and bring 
us all to your heavenly kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (283) 

Merciful God, comfort your servants whose hearts grieve, and 
grant that they may so love and serve you in this life that, to- 
gether with this your child, they may obtain the fullness of your 
promises in the world to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(453) 

ADDICTION 

Psalm 121 

1] lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the Lorp,* 
the maker of heavén and earth. 

3He will not let your foot be moved* 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

*Behold, he who keeps watch Over Israel* 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; * 

>the Lorp himself watches dver you; * 
the Lorn is your shade at your right hand, 

°so that the sun shall not strike You by day,* 
nor the moon by night. 

‘The Lorp shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

*The Lorp shall watch over 
your going out and your coming in,* 

from this time forth forévermore. 

Other psalms: Psalm 46, 130 
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2 Corinthians 4:6-9 

®t is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ. 

7But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the 
transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are af- 
flicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven 
to despair; ° persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed. 

PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

Other lessons: Isaiah 63:7-9; Matthew 15:21-28; Romans 8:38-39; 

Galatians 2:20 

Prayers 

O Lord, mercifully regard your servant, ___name__, who 
is bound with the chains of addiction. Give him/her strength, 

that he/she may be freed from fear and guilt and be restored 
in you to the liberty of the children of God, now and forever. 

<454) 

O blessed Jesus, you ministered to all who came to you. Look 
with compassion upon all who through addiction have lost their 
health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your un- 
failing mercy; remove the fears that attack them; strengthen 
them in the work of their recovery; and to those who care for 
them, give patient understanding and persevering love; for your 
mercy’s sake. = 27) 

ANXIETY, APPREHENSION, FEAR 

Psalm 27 

1The Lorp is my light and my salvation; 
whom then Shall I fear? * 

The Lorn is the strength of my life; 
of whom then shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers came upon me to eat ip my flesh, * 
it was they, my foes and my adversaries, 
who stumbled and fell. 

3Though an army should enéamp against me, * 
yet my heart shall not be afraid; 
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4and though war should rise ip against me, * 
yet will I put my trust in him. 

>One thing have I asked of the Lorp; one thing I seek; * 

that I may dwell in the house of the LorD 
all the days df my life; 

Sto behold the fair beauty df the Lorp* 
and to seek him in his temple. 

For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; 
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 
and set me high up6én a rock. 

8 Even now he lifts Up my head * 
above my enemies round about me. 

° Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with sounds of great gladness; * 

I will sing and make music to the Lorn. 
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lorp, When I call; * 

have mercy on me and 4nswer me. 

You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * 
Your face, Lorp, will I seek. 

12 Hide not your face from me, Ke 
nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 

13 You have been my helper; cast me fot away; * 
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

14Though my father and my mothér forsake me, * 
the Lorp Will sustain me. 

1° Show me your Way, O Lorp; * 
lead me on a level path, because 6f my enemies. 

16 Deliver me not into the hand of my ddversaries, * 
for false witnesses have risen up against me, 
and also those Who speak malice. 

1 What if I had not believed 
that I should see the goodness of the Lorp * 

in the land of the living! 

'8Oh, tarry and await the Lorp’s pleasure; 
be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; * 

wait patiently for the Lorn. 

Other psalms: Psalm 4, 46, 91, 121 
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Isaiah 43:1-3a 

1Thus says the Lorp, he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
* When you pass through the waters I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the Lorp your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 

31 What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, will he not also give us all things with him? *3 Who shall 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies; 
34who is to condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who in-. 
deed intercedes for us? > Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. 3° For I am sure that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, *?nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Other lessons: Lamentations 3:55-58; Matthew 6:25-34; John 

10:1-18; John 14:1-6; Philippians 4:4-7 

Prayers 

Almighty and merciful God, our only source of health and heal- 
ing, who alone can bring calmness and peace: Grant to us, your 
children, a consciousness of your presence and a strong confi- 
dence in you. In our pain, our weariness, and our anxiety, 

surround us with your care, protect us by your loving might, and 
permit us once more to enjoy health and strength and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (455) 
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Loving Lord, we entrust ourselves to your care this day. Guide 

with wisdom and skill the minds and hands of those who minis- 
ter in your name. Grant that your servant may be restored to 
health and may live in harmony with you and with others; 
through Jesus Christ. (456) 

O most loving Father, you want us to give thanks for all things, 
to fear nothing except losing you, and to lay all our cares on 
you, knowing that you care for us. Grant that fears and anxieties 
in this mortal life may not hide from us the light of your im- 
mortal love shown to us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. <457) 

GUILT 

Individual Confession and Forgiveness (page 45) may be appro- 
priate. 

Psalm 139:1-17, 22-23 

1Lorp, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

?You trace my journeys and my festing-places* 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word On my lips,* 
but you, O Lorp, know it altogether. 

*You press upon me behind and before* 
and lay your hand upon me. 

° Such knowledge is too wonderful.for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

° Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
Where can I flee from your presence? 

‘If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 
if I make the grave my bed, you Are there also. 

“If I take the wings Of the morning* 
and dwell in the uttermost parts Of the sea, 

®even there your hand will lead me* 
and your right hand hold me fast. 

“Tf I say, “Surely the darkness will Gover me,” 
and the light around me furn to night,” 
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“darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright 4s the day; * 
darkness and light to you are both alike. 

For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

1ST will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

‘4 My body was not hidden from you,* 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

® Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 

they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
How great is the sum of them! 

17Tf T-were to count them, : 
they would be more in number than the sand; * _ 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; * 

try me and know my restless thoughts. 
23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me,* 

and lead me in the way that is éverlasting. 

Other psalms: Psalm 15, 25, 32, 51, 86 

Romans 5:1-11 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have obtained access 
to this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. ?More than that, we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, *and en- 
durance produces character, and character produces hope, ° and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been 
given to us. 

6 While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man—though 
perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. * But God 
shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us. °Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, 
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much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, 

shall we be saved by his life. 14 Not only so, but we also rejoice 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received our reconciliation. 

Other lessons: Isaiah 1:18; Isaiah 53; Matthew 9:2-8; John 

3:16-21; Ephesians 3:13-21; I John 1:1-9; 1 John 4:9-21 

Prayers 

God of mercy, compassion, and healing: You are more willing to 
forgive than we are to confess. The burden of guilt is heavy 
upon us. We thank you that you hear us when we pray, that you 
share our suffering and pain, and that you forgive our sins. Re- 
mind us that with you there is mercy, and make us to hear of 
joy and gladness. Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us 
your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_4e2 

Almighty and everlasting God, comfort of the sad and strength 
to those who suffer: Let the prayers of your children who are in 
any trouble rise to you. To everyone in distress grant mercy, 
grant relief, grant refreshment; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(223) 

LONELINESS 

Psalm 139:1-17 

1Lorp, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down andsmy rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

“You trace my journeys and my Testing-places* 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,* 
but you, O Lorn, know it altogether. 

*You press upon me behind and before* 
and lay your hand upon me. 

© Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

® Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
Where can I flee from your presence? 
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‘Tf I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 

if I make the grave my bed, you dre there also. 
SIf I take the wings of the morning * 

and dwell in the uttermost parts Of the sea, 
even there your hand will lead me * 

and your right hand hold me fast. 
Tf T say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, * 

and the light around me turn to night,” 

‘darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; * 
darkness and light to you are both alike. 

2 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

*S] will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths 6f the earth. 

® Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 

they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was rione of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
How great is the sum of them! 

17 Tf | were to count them, 
they would be more in number than the sand; * y 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

Other psalms: Psalm 6, 13, 27, 31, 42 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus *it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lor, 
the majesty of our God. 

3Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees, 
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4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
“Be strong, fear not! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.” 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

6 then shall the lame man leap like a hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 

7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

8 And a highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not pass over it, 
and fools shall not err therein. 

°No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

10 And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Other lessons: Isaiah 43:1-3a; Isaiah 49;13-15; Jeremiah 20:7-13; 

John 14:1-6; John 15:7-11; Romans 5:1-5; Romans 8:18-28; 

Romans 8;31b-39; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 2 Corinthians 4:13b—5:9; 

Philippians 4:4-7; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 Peter 1:3-9, 1 Peter 4;12-14; 
I John 5:14-15 

Prayers 

Merciful God, our Father, in the stillness of our souls we listen 
for your voice to know again that you are God. Quiet our 
restless hearts with the knowledge that you stand within the 
shadows, keeping watch over your own. Rekindle our faith and 
light the lamp of hope within our hearts. Then deal with us as 
seems best to you, for where you lead we can confidently go with 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (463) 
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O Lord our God, you see and know and feel the pain of the 
world. Look upon us in our loneliness and enfold us with your 
love, that in the midst of pain we may know your presence. To 
those who attend name give compassionate hearts 
and healing hands, and give name health again for 
your mercy’s sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —¢aeay 

Blessed Lord, in moments of pain we turn to you for strength; in 
times of loneliness we feel your loving nearness. Grant that your 
life and love and joy may flow through us for the healing of oth- 
ers in Jesus’ name. (465) 

IMPATIENCE OR BOREDOM 

Psalm 119:81-84, 88-96, 105-112, 169-170, 175 

81 My soul has longed for four salvation; * 
I have put my hope in your word. 

** My eyes have failed from watching for your promise,* 
and I say, “When will you Comfort me?” 

83] have become like a leather flask in the smoke* 
but I have not forgotfen your statutes. 

54 How much longer must I wait? * 
When will you give judgment 
against those who perSecute me? 

88In your lovingkindhess, revive me,* 
that I may keep the decrees Of your mouth. 

89°C Lorp, your word is éverlasting; * 
it stands firm in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness remains from one generation fo another; * 
you established the earth, and it abides. 

°! By your decree these continue to this day,* 
for all things are your seryants. 

If my delight had not been in your law,* 
I should have perished 1 in my affliction. 

93] will never forget your commandments,* 
because by them you give me life. 

*] am yours—oh, that You would save me!—* 
for I study Your commandments. 

%° Though the wicked lie in wait for me fo destroy me," 
I will apply my mind to your decrees. 
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96] see that all things come to an end, * 
but your commandment has no bounds. 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light updn_ my path. 

106] have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 

1071 am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lorn, according to your word. 

18 Accept, O Lor, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 

110The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance forever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

42] have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
forever and to the end. 

16° Let my cry come before you, O Lor»; * 
give me understanding, according to yous word. 

Let my supplication come before you; * 
deliver me, according to your pronus’: 

175 Let me live, and I will praise you, * 
and let your judgments help me. 

Other psalms: Psalm 126 

Lamentations 3:55-58 

»°T called on your name, O Lorp, from the depths of the pit. 
°°'You heard my plea: “Do not close your ears 

to my cry for relief.” 

°7 You came near when I called you, and you said, “Do not fear.” 
°8O Lord, you took up my case; you redeemed my life. 

Other lessons: Romans 5:1-5; 1 Corinthians 13; 2 Corinthians 

4:13b—5:9,; Ephesians 6:10-17; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 
12:11-14; James 5:7-lla 
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Prayers 

O Lord our God, we need your guidance in all we do. Let your 
wisdom counsel us, your hand lead us, and your arm support us. 
Conform us to your image and make us like our Savior, that in 
some measure we may live here on earth as he lived and may 
act in all things as he acted; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 466) 

Lord, do with us as seems best in your own eyes; only give us, 
we ask, a humble and a patient spirit to wait expectantly for you. 
Make our service acceptable to you while we live and ourselves 
ready for you when we die, for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Savior. (467) 

IMPENDING DEATH OR IRREVERSIBLE ILLNESS 

Psalm 143 

1Lorp, hear my prayer, 
and in your faithfulness heed my Supplications; * 

answer me in your righteousness. 

Enter not into judgment with your servant,* 
for in your sight shall no one living be justified. 

3For my enemy has sought my life; 
he has crushed me to the ground; * 

he has made me live in dark places 
like those who are long Cs 

4 My spirit faints within me; 
my heart within me is desolate. 

>] remember the time past; I muse upon all your deeds; * 
I consider the works of a hands. 

6] spread out my hands to you; * 
my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land. 

70 Lorp, make haste to answer me; my Spirit fails me; 
do not hide your face from me 
or I shall be like those who go down to the pit. 

*Let me hear of your lovingkindness 1 in the morning, 
for I put my trust in you; 

show me the road that I must walk, 

for I lift up my soul to ) you. 
° Deliver me from my enemies, O Lorp,* 

for I flee to you for refuge. 
10 Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; * 

let your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
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11 Revive me, O Lorp, for your name’s sake; Zs 

for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble. 

12 Of your goodness, destroy my enemies 
and bring all my foes to naught, * 

for truly I 4m your servant. 

John 14:1-6 

1“T et not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also 

in me. ?In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3 And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
4 And you know the way where I am going.” ° Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we 
know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.” 

Other lessons; Matthew 26:36-46; 2 Corinthians 4:13b—5:9, Ephe- 

sians 6:10-17 

Prayers 

O merciful Father, you teach us in your holy Word that you do 
not willingly afflict or grieve your children. Look with compas- 
sion On ____mame__, your servant, for whom we pray. 
Remember him/her, O Lord, in mercy. Strengthen him/her in 

patience, comfort him/her with the memory of your goodness, let 
your presence shine on him/her, and give him/her peace through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (468) 

Almighty God, your love never fails, and you can turn the 
shadow of death into daybreak. Help us to receive your Word 
with believing hearts, so that, confident in your promises, we may 
have hope and be lifted out of darkness into the light and peace 
of your presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (469) 

O blessed Lord, God of mercies and of comfort: Look in com- 
passion on your servant, name , who is shaken and 
troubled. In your good time give him/her a right understanding 
of himself/herself and of your will for him/her, that he/she may 
not lose confidence in you. Preserve him/her from bitterness and 
fear, look upon him/her with favor, and give him/her your peace 
which passes understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (410) 
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ANGER, BITTERNESS, SELF-PITY, TURMOIL 

Psalm 88 

10 Lorp, my God, my Savior,* 
by day and night I cry to you. 

Let my prayer enter info “your presence; * 
incline your ear to my lamentation. 

3For I am full of trouble; * 
my life is at the brink Of the grave. 

*I am counted among those who go down fo the pit; * 
I have become like one who has no strength; 

> lost arhong the dead,* 
like the slain who le i in the Bare, 

6 whom you remember no more, * 
for they are cut off from your hand. 

"You have laid me in the depths 6f the pit,* 
in dark places, and in the abyss. 

8Your anger weighs upon me heavily, * 
and all your great waves 6verwhelm me. 

°You have put my friends far from me; 
you have made me to be abhorred by them; * 

I am in prison and cannot get free. 
10My sight has failed me because of trouble; * 

Lorp, I have called upon you daily; 
I have stretched out my hands to you. 

11D you work wonders for the dead? * 
Will those who have died stand up and give 30u) thanks? 

Will your lovingkindness be declared in the grave, * 
your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 

13 Will your wonders be known i in the dark* 
or your righteousness in the country where all is forgotten? 

14But as for me, O Lorn, I cry to you for help; * 
in the morning my prayer Comes before you. 

15 LorD, why have you rejected me? * 
Why have you hidden your face from me? 

*6Ever since my youth, I have been wretched 
and at the point of death; * 

I have borne your terrors with a froubled mind. 

17 Your blazing anger has swept Over me; * 
your terrors have destroyed me; 
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18 they surround me all day long like a flood; * 
they encompass me on every side. 

1° My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me,” 
and darkness is my only companion. 

Other psalms: Psalm 30, 39, 73, 139 

Isaiah 53 

1Who has believed what we have heard? 
And to whom has the arm of the Lorp been revealed? 

*For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or comeliness that we should look at him, 
and no beauty that we should desire him. 

3He was despised and rejected by men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

° But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, 
and with his stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the Lorp has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth, 

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people? 
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° And they made his grave with the wicked 
and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the will of the Lorp to bruise him; 
he has put him to grief; 

when he makes himself an offering for sin, 
he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the Lorp shall prosper in his hand; 

11 “he shall see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

make many to be accounted righteous; 
and he shall bear their iniquities. 

2 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out his. soul to death, 
and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Other lessons: Matthew 26:36-46; Luke 23:27-49; 1 Corinthians 

13; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 2 Corinthians 4:13b—5:9; Ephesians 

6:10-17; Philippians 2:5-I1; I Peter 5:6-11 

Prayers - 

Our Lord and our God, grant us grace to see your love in what- 
ever we face. Give us patience and thankfulness even in our 
pain, anxiety, or loss; and move us with compassion and tender- 
ness for our afflicted neighbors; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (471) 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: 
Help us to ask only what accords with your will; and those good 
things which we dare not or, in our blindness, cannot ask, grant 
us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Ql) 

Merciful God, grant that the spirit of Jesus may dwell and reign 
in our hearts, that we may enjoy your peace and know the power 
of your Spirit, bearing witness with our lives that we are indeed 
your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 47) 
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ACCEPTANCE OF INEVITABLE DEATH 

Psalm 23 

1The Lorp is my shepherd,* 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures* 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul* ‘ 
and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake. 

4Though,I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil,* 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

>You spread a table before me 
in the presence of those who trouble me,* 

you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is funning over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life,* 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lorn forever. 

Psalm 31:5 

Into your hands I commend my spirit,* 
for you have redeemed me, O Lorp, O God of truth. 

Other psalms: Psalm 46, 90, 116, 121, 139 

2 Corinthians 4:7-18 

7We have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the tran- 

scendent power belongs to God and not to us. ° We are afflicted 
in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to de- 
spair; ° persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed; 1° always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 
"For while we live we are always being given up to death for 
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our 
mortal flesh. 1?So death is at work in us, but life in you. 
18 Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I 
believed, and so I spoke,” we too believe, and so we speak, 
knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also 

with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. ! For it is all 
for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people 
it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
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*®So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting 
away, Our inner nature is being renewed every day. 1” For this 
slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison, '8 because we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen 
are eternal. 

Matthew 25:34 

“Come, you blessed of my Father,” says the Lord Jesus, “and 
take possession of the kingdom prepared for you.” 

John 6:40 

“All who believe in the Son of God will have eternal life.” 

John 14:3 

“When I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.” 

Acts 7:59b 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

Romans 8:35a 

What can come between us and the love of Christ? 

Romans 14:8b 

Whether we live or die we are the Lord’s. 

2 Corinthians 5:1 

We have an everlasting home in heaven. 

1 Thessalonians 4:17b 

We shall be with the Lord forever. 

1 John 3:2c 

We shall see God as he really is. 

Other lessons: John 3:16-21; John 6:47-51; John 14:1-6; John 

20:1-18; Romans 8:28-39, 1 Corinthians 15:12-26; Philippians 

3:7-14; Revelation 7:9-17; Revelation 21:1-7, 22—22:5 
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Prayers 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until 
the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world 

is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, 

Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and 
peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_@«0) 

God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to 
bring life and immortality to light. We give you thanks because 
by his death Jesus destroyed the power of death and by his res- 
urrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that 

neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall 
be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (284) 

Lord God, you have brought us near to a great company of an- 
gels and to the spirit of the righteous made perfect. Grant us, 
during our earthly pilgrimage, to abide in their fellowship and, in 
our heavenly country, to become partakers of their joy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (473) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have overcome death and brought life 
and immortality to light. Give us grace so to believe in you, the 
Resurrection and the life, that we may not fear death nor dread 
the grave. Help us joyfully to await the time when, by your 
almighty power, our frail bodies will be fashioned like your 
glorified body, in which you are exalted forevermore at the right 
hand of the Father, where with the Holy Spirit you live and 
reign, one God, now and forever. * ¢474) 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, set your Passion, cross, 

and death between your judgment and our souls, and present us 
to the Father clothed in your righteousness. ¢415) 

BEFORE SURGERY 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, graciously protect 
name in his/her surgery. Fill his/her heart with 

confidence that, though he/she may be anxious, he/she may 
put his/her trust in you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 458) 
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Strengthen your servant, name , O God, to do what 
he/she must do and bear what he/she must bear; that, accepting 

your healing gifts through the skill of the medical staff, he/she 
may be restored to health; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 459) 

Loving God, hold name in your care. Give wisdom 
and skill to his/her doctors and nurses, and enable them to serve 
your purposes of love and healing; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

<460) 

FOLLOWING SURGERY 

Almighty and gracious God, we give you thanks that you have 
protected name during surgery. Enable him/her to 
trust in your goodness, to find comfort in your abiding presence, 
and to praise your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 461) 

BENEDICTIONS 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 
who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope 
through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every 
good work and word. —@ Thess. 2:16-17) 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do 
far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be 
glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for- 
ever and ever. Amen. (Eph. 3:20-21) 

The almighty Lord, a strong tower to all who put their trust in 
him, to whom all things in heaven, on earth, and under the earth 

bow and obey, be now and evermore your defense, and make 
you know and feel that the only name under heaven given for 
health and salvation is the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The God of peace sanctify you, and keep your spirit, soul, and 
body sound and blameless until the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He who calls you is faithful and he will do it. The bless- 
ing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you now and always. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ- 
ing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 
hope. (Rom. 15:13) 
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TO THOSE IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

1. The distribution is an extension of the Lord’s Supper to those, 
such as the sick and homebound, who are unable to be present at 
the celebration of the congregation. 

2. Those designated by the congregation as assisting ministers of 
communion are to be carefully selected and trained for their minis- 
try. The ministers may be lay or ordained persons. 

3. As the ministers prepare to leave the church, they may say: 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender 
care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 
assist us in this ministry on which we set forth. In your love and 
care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this Sacra- 
ment, that through the body and blood of your Son we all may 
know the comfort of your abiding presence. Amen —_ (476) 

4. Upon arrival at the place of distribution, the minister places on 
the table the containers of bread and wine still closed. 

5. The minister may greet the communicant(s) in these or similar 
words: 

'A) Peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. The minister addresses the communicant(s): 

‘A’ When our congregation gathered for the celebration of Holy 
Communion, we heard again the story of God’s mighty acts and 
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of the love shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. With thanksgiving we remembered that “in the 
night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

We were given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift 
of his Holy Spirit. Now we bring to you this same bread of life 
and this same cup of blessing, that you may be strengthened 
through your participation in the body of Christ. 

7. Confession may be made. 

A) As we prepare for this great gift, let us confess our sins and 
hear the promise of forgiveness. 

Most merciful God, [>| 

“! we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our- 
selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen 

The declaration of grace is said 

‘A\ In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. To those 
who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

(3 Amen 

8 The minister and communicant(s) may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. (J Peace be with you. 

9. The Prayer of the Day may be said. . 
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10. The minister reads the Gospel appointed for the day, or: 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall 

not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 
(John 6:35) 

Brief comment on the reading may be made. 

11. The container of bread is opened and the wine is poured into 

the cup. 

® Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen te) 

OR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
WwW 

12. The minister may say: 

(A) As often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

13. The minister then gives the bread and wine, saying: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say: “Amen.” 

14. Silence for reflection follows. 

78 
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I5. One of these prayers is said. 

‘Al Let us pray. 

A’ Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have re- 

ceived the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in 
him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his 
endless life, now and forever. Amen 209) 

OR 

A’ We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray 
that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, 
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (241) 

16. The service concludes: 

A) Let us bless the Lord. 

(4 Thanks be to God. 

A) The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to 

eee life. 

(¥ Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> To underscore the significance of bringing the congregational ~ 
Eucharist to those unable to participate in the assembly, the Com- 
munion should be carried to the absent without delay following the 
congregational celebration. Sufficient ministers Should be appointed 
so that all the absent may receive Communion within a few hours 
‘of the congregation’s service that day. 

> Lay assisting ministers of communion should be appointed for a 
definite period, such as a year or a season of the church year. 

> Provision should be made for maintenance of the communion 
records of those to whom Communion is distributed 
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> The distribution of Communion to those in special circumstances 

should always be done according to the polity of the congregation. 

> During certain seasons—especially Advent-Christmas and Lent- 

Easter—celebrations of the Lord’s Supper by an ordained minister 

should be scheduled for the sick and homebound, with the congre- 

gation or significant numbers from the congregation invited. Thus 
those who cannot attend church will occasionally have the benefit 
of a visible community and a fuller liturgy, including a sermon and 

perhaps singing. 

PREPARATION FOR THE SERVICE 

» The vessels in which the Communion is carried need not be expensive 
or elaborate. Glass cruets (so one may see how much wine remains) 
with tight stoppers are appropriate for the wine. Metal, glass, or ce- 
ramic boxes are appropriate for the bread. 

> The amount of bread and wine needed should be carefully estimated 
so there is sufficient for each communicant yet without a great quantity 
remaining after all have communed. 

> A table should be set near the person who is to receive Communion; 
the table may be covered with a clean white cloth. The central objects 
on the table are the bread and wine, held in suitable containers. Can- 

dles and cross (or crucifix) may also be placed on the table. 

> Purificators (linens for wiping the cup) should be provided to each 
assisting minister of communion. 

> Extended conversation may not be advisable at this time; however, 

the minister should be sensitive to the needs of those visited. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

4. > The containers of bread and winé are to remain closed «11> in 
order that the communicant(s) not understand the biblical words 
of institution to be a consecration of the elements. 

5. > One of the following may be used as an alternate to the greet- 
ing provided: “Peace to this house and to all who dwell in it” or 
“Grace to you and peace.” 

6. > The assisting minister of communion does not touch or lift the 
bread or wine during the address. 

7. » Normally, confession and forgiveness are included. The sick, 
infirm, and institutionalized may be keenly aware of their being 
part of a fallen humanity, and may welcome the opportunity to 
hear an assurance of forgiveness. 
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10. 

13. 

14. 

" DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

> If the communicant is unable to read or recite the prayer of 
confession, the assisting minister of communion may read it and 
then ask, “Is this your confession? If so, answer ‘yes’.” 

> When a pastor serves as a minister of communion, the form of 
the declaration of grace reserved for ordained ministers should 
be used: 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. 
To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to 
become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. 

> Or the pastor may use the absolution: 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for 
us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his author- 
ity, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ** Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

> Or the pastor may use Individual Confession and Forgiveness, 
page 45. . 

. » The Prayers of the Day, page 263, are also in Lutheran Book of 
Worship, page 13. 

> Instead of the Gospel of the day or the reading provided, one 
of the following may be read: 
John 3:16 God so loved the world 
John 6:50-51 JI am the living bread 
John 6:53-58 Whoever eats this bread will live forever 
John 14:23 If any love me, we will come to them 
John 14:27. Peace I leave with you 
John 15:4 Abide in me 

> Other communicants who are present with the sick person 

should be encouraged to commune also, that the communal na- 

ture of the meal may be more evident. 

> The silence for reflection and meditation is an important part 
of the ministration of Communion and should not be omitted. 

> When a pastor serves as a minister of communion, this blessing 

may be used: 

P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace. Amen 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

I. An ordained minister presides. 

P) As we prepare for this great gift, let us confess our sins and 
hear the promise of forgiveness. 

[P) Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our- 
selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen 

2. The absolution is said 

P) Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and or- 
dained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

“J Amen 
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WITH THOSE 

IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

1. Confession and forgiveness may precede this service. 

2. This order is for celebrating the Holy Communion in such 
places as the homes of the sick or shut-in, health-care institutions, 

or prisons. 

3. An ordained minister presides at this service. 

4. The minister greets the communicants. 

P| The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you [all]. 

[J And also with you. 

5. The Prayer of the Day is said. 

(P) Let us pray... 

fj Amen 

6. The minister reads the Gospel. Another reading from Scripture 

may precede the Gospel. Brief comment may be made. 

7. Prayers may be offered for the Church and the world, remem- 
bering the local congregation and its ministry and the special 

circumstances under which this Holy Communion ts celebrated. 
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8. The peace may be shared. 

(P| The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

( And also with you. 

The minister and those assembled may greet one another in the 
name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. 4 Peace be with you. 

9. One of the following is said. 

(P) Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, * 

resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion 
we may know the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty Father, now and forever. 

ii Amen 
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OR 

P' In the night in which he was betrayed, | 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. | 

OR 

P’ Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 
that all those who believe in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you for the salvation 
you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 
as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

a Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

to| In the night in which he was betrayed 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. oy 
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Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

10. The minister gives the bread and wine, saying: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say: “Amen.” 

11. Silence for reflection follows. 

12. One of these prayers is said. 

(P| Let us pray. 

P| Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have re- 
ceived the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in 
him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his 
endless life, now and forever. (209) 

OR 
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P’ We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re- 
freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and 
we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through 
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. ai) 

iy Amen 

13. The benediction is said. 

P Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

OR 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you peace. 

Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

» This service retains the essential action of the celebration of Holy 
Communion—Prayer of the Day, Gospel (and comment on it), 
Great Thanksgiving, Communion, post-communion thanksgiving, 
Benediction. Congregational and festive elaborations—entrance rite, 
extended readings and psalmody, Creed, extended intercessions, 
preface dialog, and Sanctus—are eliminated. 

> It is not always desirable to commune those who suffer an ex- 
tended illness by celebrating the Holy Communion with them alone. 
During certain seasons—especially Advent-Christmas and 
Lent-Easter—celebrations of the Lord’s Supper should be scheduled 
in the homes of such persons, with the congregation or significant 
numbers from the congregation invited. Thus those who cannot 
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attend church will occasionally have the benefit of a visible 
community and a fuller liturgy, including a sermon and perhaps 
singing. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 
Ik 

1 

88 

> Normally, confession and forgiveness are included. Confession 
and Forgiveness, page 82, or Individual Confession and Forgive- 
ness, page 45, may be used. 

. » The apostolic greeting prepares for the Prayer of the Day 
which follows directly, and thus the lesser salutation, “The Lord 

be with you”; “And also with you,” is omitted. 

. » The Gospel of the day may be read throughout the week ex- 
cept when a Lesser Festival or Commemoration occurs; or the 
third reading from the Daily Lectionary may be used. The Gos- 
pel or the lesson may be abbreviated as appropriate. 

. > The first prayer follows ecumenical precedents, omitting the 
preface dialog (28) but in its opening lines recalling the Sanctus, 
“Holy, holy, holy Lord.” 

> Instead of this prayer, eucharistic prayer IV from Lutheran 
Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 226, which does not use 
the Sanctus, may be used with or without the preface dialog (28). 

> The silence for reflection and meditation is an important part 
of the ministration of Communion and should be observed. 

» The blessing, “The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace,” is omitted here be- 
cause the post-communion prayer and benediction follow shortly. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR HEALING 

I. This order is for use in a corporate setting. Laying on of Hands 
and Anointing the Sick, page 99, may be used with an individual 

in a home or hospital. 

Stand/Sit 

2. A hymn is sung. 

3. The following dialog is read. It may be said responsively by the 
minister and the congregation, or antiphonally by two sections of 
the congregation. Another dialog may be used instead 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
and his mercy endures forever. 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

He sent forth his Word and healed them, 

and saved them from the grave. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and loving in all his works. 

The Lord upholds all who fall; 
he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

The Lord sustains them on their sickbed, 

and ministers to them in their illness. 

The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
and his mercy endures forever. 
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4. The minister says: 

(Al God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

9 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

5. An Old Testament canticle (see canticles 14, 15, 16, 18, 19) ap- 

propriate to the season or occasion may be sung. 

6. The Prayer of the Day is said; the salutation may precede it. 

(P) The Lord be with you. : 

And also with you. 

P| Let us pray. ... 

@ Amen 

Sit 

* Or, He descended to the dead. 
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7. The first lesson is announced and read. 

‘A’ The first lesson is from the chapter of 

8. After the lesson, the reader may say: “Here ends the reading.” 

9. A psalm, hymn, or anthem is sung. 

10. The second lesson is announced and read. 

A’ The second lesson is from the chapter of 

11. Afier the lesson, the reader may say: “Here ends the reading.” 

12. A response may follow the second lesson. 

13. Silence for meditation. 

14. The sermon follows the silence. In place of the sermon the 
minister may engage those present in mutual conversation or con- 
solation. 

Stand/Sit 

15. A hymn is sung. 

Sit 

16. An offering may be received. 

17. Appropriate prayers may be selected from those which follow. 
Other prayers may be used instead. 

Stand/Sit 

‘Al Let us pray for all who suffer. 

Merciful Lord, you sent your Son to be our peace. Help all who 
suffer pain or grief to find in him strength and peace, so that 
their trust in your promises may be renewed; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (477) 

Amen 
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(Al Let us pray for recovery from sickness. 

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of suffer- 
ers: Mercifully hear our prayers and grant to your servants, 
_____names__, the help of your power, that their sickness 
may be turned into health and our sorrow into joy; through 
Jesus Christ. (226) 

(@ Amen 

(A) Let us pray for those in affliction. 

Almighty and everlasting God, comfort of the sad and strength 
to those who suffer: Let the prayers of your children who are in 
any trouble rise to you. To everyone in distress grant mercy, 
grant relief, grant refreshment; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

23) 

@ Amen 

‘A) Let us pray for those who minister in healing. 

Almighty God, source of human knowledge and skill: Guide 
physicians and nurses and all those you have called to practice 
the arts of healing. Strengthen them by your life-giving Spirit, 
that, by their ministries, the health of all people may be pro- 
moted and your creation may be glorified; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (478) 

(@ Amen 

iA) Let us pray for the ministry of family and friends. 

Loving God, our creator and redeemer: Give strength and gen- 
tleness, patience and faithfulness to family members and friends. 
Let their hope be in you, and by their ministry of love let your 
love be known; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (479) 

(3 Amen 

‘Al Let us pray for those who desire our prayers. 

Blessed Lord, we ask your loving care and protection for those 
who are sick in body, mind, or spirit and who desire our prayers. 
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Take from them all fears and help them put their trust in you, 
that they may feel your strong arms around them. Touch them 
with your renewing love, that they may know wholeness in you 
and glorify your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 480 

(3 Amen 

| The following prayer is appropriate.for those who are deciding 
| which treatment to follow in an illness or affliction, how long to 
continue life-support systems, or where to spend days of recovery 
or growing older. 

A Let us pray for those making decisions. 

O Lord our God, send your Holy Spirit to guide us, that we 
may make our decisions with love, mercy, and reverence for 

your gift of life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 481) 

Amen 

The prayers may conclude: 

P Praise to you, almighty God and Father. You sent your Son to 
live among us and to bring us your salvation. 

@ Blessed be God. 

P) Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, incomparable Son of the 

Father. You humbled yourself to share in our humanity, and you 
came to heal all our illnesses. 

Blessed be God. 

P) Praise to you, Holy Spirit, our defender and consoler. You 
heal our sickness with your mighty and life-giving power. 

Blessed be God. 

P Holy and blessed Trinity, sustain your servants, ___™™™s_, 
with your presence; drive away their sickness of body and spirit; 
and give them that victory of life and peace which will enable 
them to serve you now and evermore. 

Amen 

Sit 
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18. Those who wish to receive laying on of hands (and anointing) 

come to the altar and, if conditions permit, kneel. 

19. The minister lays both hands on each person’s head: 

P| Father in heaven, OR | [P| I lay my hands upon 
for Jesus’ sake, send you in the name of our 
your Holy Spirit upon Lord and Savior Jesus 
your servant, Christ, beseeching him to 

name : uphold you and fill you 
drive away all sickness with grace, that you may 
of body and spirit; know the healing power 
make whole that which of his love. 
is broken; deliver 
him/her from the 

power of evil; and pre- 
serve him/her in true 
faith, to share in the 
power of Christ’s resur- 
rection and to serve 
you with all the saints 

\ now and evermore. 

3 Amen 

OR 

20. The minister lays both hands on each person’s head in si- 
lence, after which he/she may dip a thumb in the oil and make 
the sign of the cross on the person’s forehead, saying: 

'P] O God, the giver of health and salvation: As the apostles 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, at his command, anointed many that 
were sick and healed them, send now your Holy Spirit, that 

name , anointed with this oil, may in repentance 
and faith be made whole; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

(3 Amen 

21. After all have returned to their places: 

'P) The almighty Lord—a strong tower to all who put their trust 
in him, to whom all things in heaven, on earth, and under the 
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earth bow and whom they obey—be now and evermore your 
defense, and make you know and feel that the only name under 
heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

(@ Amen 

Stand/ Sit 

\P) Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord God, constant source of all healing, we give you 
thanks for all your gifts of strength and life, and above all we 
thank you for the gift of your Son, through whom we have 
health and salvation. As we wait for that day when there will be 
no more pain, help us by your Holy Spirit to be assured of your 
power in our lives and to trust in your eternal love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (482) 

© Amen 

(4 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

( Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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22. A New Testament canticle (see canticles 13, 17, 20, 21) appro- 

priate to the season or occasion may be sung. 

23. The minister blesses the congregation. A hymn may follow. 

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and *F give you peace. 

@ Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

» Those responsible for planning and leading the service will want 
to consult “Notes on the Liturgy” for Service of the Word in 
Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 32. 

> The festival of St. Luke, Evangelist (October 18), is a traditional 
day for this service. In addition, the appointed Gospels make the 
following Sundays and weeks especially appropriate for a service of 
the Word for healing: 

3 Epiphany A 2 Easter ABC 8 Pentecost BC 
5 Epiphany B 2 Pentecost C 13 Pentecost A 
6 Epiphany B 3 Pentecost C 16 Pentecost B 
7 Epiphany B 4 Pentecost A 21 Pentecost C 
2 Went © 6 Pentecost B 23 Pentecost B 
3 Lent A bs 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

3. » Another dialog may be used instead. One of the dialogs in Lu- 
theran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 313, may be 
appropriate. 

PROPERS 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 13 My heart is joyful because of your saving help 
Psalm 20: 1-6 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble 
Psalm 23 You have anointed my head with oil 
Psalm 27:1-9 (10-17) 18 The Lord is the strength of my life 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR HEALING 

Psalm 91 He shall give his angels charge over you 
Psalm 103 He forgives all your sins 
Psalm 121 My help comes from the Lord 
Psalm 130 My soul waits for the Lord 
Psalm 138 The Lord will make good his purpose for me 
Psalm 139:1-17 Where can I go from your Spirit? 
Psalm 145:14-22 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord 
Psalm 146 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for 

their help 

Our help is in the name of the Lord (Bs. 124:8) 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy _(Ps. 103:8) 
O Lord, your love endures forever _(Ps. 138:9) 
The Lord is my shepherd (Ps. 23:1) 

Exodus 16:13-15 Manna in the wilderness 
1 Kings 17:17-24 Elijah restores the widow’s son to life 
2 Kings 5:9-14 Healing of Naaman 
Isaiah 11:1-3a The gifts of the Spirit 
Isaiah 35:1-10 The promise of God’s coming 
Isaiah 42:1-7 The suffering servant 
Isaiah 53:3-5 With his stripes we are healed 
Isaiah 61:1-3 Good tidings to the afflicted 

Acts 3:1-10 Peter and John heal the lame man 

Acts 5:12-16 Healings in Jerusalem; Peter’s shadow 

Acts 10:36-43 Apostolic preaching; He went about . . . healing 
Acts 16:16-18 The slave girl with the spirit of divination 
Romans 8:18-23 We await the redemption of our bodies 
Romans 8:31-39 Nothing can separate us from the love of God 
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 God comforts us in affliction 
Colossians 1:11-20 May you be strengthened with all power 
Hebrews 12:1-2 Looking to Jesus, the perfecter of our faith 
James 5:(13) 14-16 Is any among you sick? 
1 John 5:13-15 That you may know that you have eternal life 

Matthew 8:1-3, 5-8, 13-17. He took our infirmities and bore our diseases 

Matthew 9:2-8 Your sins are forgiven 
Matthew 26:26-30, 36-39 The Last Supper; Not as I will 
Mark 1:21-28 Jesus heals the man with the unclean spirit 
Mark 1:29-34a Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law and others 
Mark 5:1-20 Healing of the Gerasene demoniac 
Mark 5:22-24 (35-43) Request for the healing of Jairus’ daughter 
Mark 6:7, 12-13 They anointed with oil many that were sick 
Luke 17:11-19 Your faith has made you well 
John 5:lb-9 Do you want to be healed? 
John 6:47-51 I am the bread of life 
John 9:1-11 Healing of the man born blind 

Hymns 

“Children of the heav’nly Father,” hymn 474 

“God loved the world so that he gave,” hymn 292 
“If you but trust in God to guide you,” hymn 453 
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“O Christ, the healer, we have come,” hymn 360 

“O day full of grace that now we see,” hymn 161 
“O God, whose will is life and good,” hymn 435 
“O Son of God, in Galilee,” hymn 426 

“The Lord’s my shepherd; Ill not want,” hymn 451 
“Unto the hills around do I lift up,” hymn 445 
“Your hand, O Lord, in days of old,” hymn 431 

Color: of the season 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS 
AND ANOINTING THE SICK 

1. This order is for use in a hospital or home with individuals who 
are unable to attend a corporate service of the Word for healing. 

2. Confession and forgiveness; Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers; Lay- 
ing on of Hands and Anointing the Sick; and Holy Communion 
are components of a ministry of healing. 

3. Anointing normally is done by a pastor. 

4. The minister says these or similar words: 

P) Peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Amen 

OR 

P|} The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

(4 And also with you. 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING THE SICK 

5. An address may be said in these or similar words: 

(P) We are here in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who re- 

stored the sick to health and who himself suffered for our sake. 
He is present among us still to heal and to make whole. We 
entrust our brother/sister, name , to the grace and 
power of Jesus Christ, that the Lord may ease his/her suffering 
and grant him/her health and salvation. 

6. Confession and forgiveness may follow. 

7. One or more of the following lessons are read. 

A reading from St. Luke: When the sun was setting, the people 
brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and lay- 
ing his hands on each one, he healed them. (Luke 4:40) 

A reading from the gospels: Jesus called to him his twelve disci- 
ples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them 
out, and to heal every disease and every infirmity. These twelve 
he sent out, charging them, “Preach as you go, saying, “The king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick.” They went out and 
preached that people should repent. They drove out many de- 
mons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 

(Matt. 10:1,5,7-8a; Mark 6:12-13) 

A reading from James: Is any one of you sick? He should call the 
elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in 
the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make 
the sick person well; the Lord will#aise him up. If he has 
sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 

(James 5:14-16a) 

8. The minister lays both hands on the person’s head and, follow- 
ing a brief silence, says: 

P| I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, beseeching him to uphold you and fill you with 
grace, that you may know the healing power of his love. 

(fj Amen 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING THE SICK 

9. If the person is to be anointed, the minister dips a thumb in the 
oil and makes the sign of the cross on the sick person’s forehead, 
saying: 

P. name , I anoint you with oil in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

ij Amen 

10. The prayer is said. 

P God of mercy, source of all healing, we give you thanks for 
your gifts of strength and life, and especially for the gift of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, through whom we have health and salvation. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit to feel your power in our lives and 
to know your eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (483) 

= Amen 

Ll. The blessing concludes the service. 

P Almighty God, Father, -~+Son, and Holy Spirit, give you 
strength and bless you with peace, now and forever. 

™ Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> Our Lord in his ministry performed many different acts of heal- 
ing—forgiving sins, casting out demons, curing physical disease. 
His disciples also performed similar acts. These practices continued 
as part of the Church’s ministry of healing. The laying on of hands 
was associated with prayers for the work of the Holy Spirit. Anoint- 
ing with oil was also associated with the activity of the Holy Spirit, 
but was especially related to the healing of sickness or infirmity. 

>In recent decades, many have rediscovered the value of the laying 
on of hands and anointing with oil, both in the visitation of the 
sick and in public services of healing. 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING THE SICK 

PREPARATION FOR THE SERVICE 

> The oil used for anointing is olive oil, to which an aromatic ingredi- 
ent such as synthetic oil of cinnamon or oil of bergamot may be added. 
This prayer may be said when the oil has been prepared: 

'P) Lord God, you bring healing to the sick through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. May your blessings come upon all who 
are anointed with this oil, that they may be freed from pain and 
illness and be made whole. Amen (484) 

> The oil may be kept in a stock (a small metal cylinder) with a se- 
curely fitting lid. To prevent spillage, cotton may be put in the stock 
and only enough oil poured in to moisten the cotton. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. » The appropriate material from confession and forgiveness; 
Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers, page 48; Laying on of Hands and 

Anointing the Sick, page 99; and Holy Communion may be used 
in one unified service for healing. Or, each may be used on sepa- 
rate occasions in visiting the sick. Or, one or more may be used 
as appropriate to the needs of the sick. 

4. » One of the following may be used as an alternate greeting: 
“Peace to this house and to all who dwell in it” or “Grace to 
you and peace.” 

> When this service is combined with confession and forgiveness 
and/or Holy Communion, the greeting (4) is omitted. 

6. » Normally, confession and forgiveness are included. Individual 
Confession and Forgiveness, page 45, may be used. 

11. » When this service is combined with confession and forgiveness 
and/or Holy Communion, the blessing is omitted. 
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COMMENDATION OF THE DYING 

1. When a Christian is near death, the pastor should be notified so 
that the ministry of the Church may be extended. 

(P} Almighty God, look on name , whom you made 

your child in Baptism, and comfort him/her with the promise of 
life with all your saints in your eternal kingdom, the promise 
made sure by the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (485) 

( Amen 

2. The following litany may be said. If no one present is able to 
say the responses, the minister says them also. 

‘P) God the Father in heaven, 

“! have mercy on your servant. 

P) God the Son, redeemer of the world, 

“! have mercy on your servant. 

‘P| God the Holy Spirit, 

have mercy on your servant. 

'P) Holy Trinity, one God, 

“4 have mercy on your servant. 
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'P) From all sin, from all evil, from all suffering, 

™ good Lord, deliver him/her. 

P) By your holy Incarnation, by your Cross and Passion, by your 

precious Death and Burial, 

“good Lord, deliver him/her. 

P| By your glorious Resurrection and Ascension, and by the 
coming of your Holy Spirit, 

™ good Lord, deliver him/her. 

P) We sinners cry to you to hear us, Lord Christ; that it may 
please you to deliver your servant from the power of evil and 
from eternal death, 

“| we implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

P) That you mercifully pardon all his/her sins, 

“ we implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

P) That you grant him/her a place of refreshment and ie ae 
blessedness, 

“i we implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

‘P| That you give him/her joy and gladness in your kingdom with 
your saints in light, 

“J we implore you to hear us, good. Lord. 

P| Jesus, Lamb of God, : 

have mercy on him/her. 

'P) Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

“) have mercy on him/her. 

‘P| Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

“J grant him/her your peace. 

P) Lord, have mercy. 

“J Christ, have mercy. 
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COMMENDATION OF THE DYING 

P’ Lord, have mercy. 

P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

® Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

® Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

3. The prayer may be said. 

P) Lord Jesus Christ, deliver your servant, __name _= 
from all evil and set him/her free from every bond, that 
he/she may join all your saints in the eternal courts of 
heaven, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live 
and reign, one God, now and forever. (486) 

" Amen 

OR 

P) name, our brother/sister in the faith, we 
entrust you to God who created you. May you return to the 
one who formed us out of the dust of the earth. Surrounded 
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by the angels and triumphant saints, may Christ come to meet 

you as you go forth from this life. 

Christ, the Lord of glory, who was crucified for you, bring 

you freedom and peace. 

Christ, the High Priest, who has forgiven all your sins, keep 
you among his people. 

Christ, the Son of God, who died for you, show you the glo- 
ries of his eternal kingdom. 

Christ, the Good Shepherd, enfold you with his tender care. 
May you see your redeemer face to face and enjoy the sight 
of God forever. 

Amen 

4. The minister lays his/her hand on the head of the dying: 

iP) Child of God, go forth in the name of God the Father 
almighty who created you; in the name of Jesus Christ, Son 
of the living God, who redeemed you; in the name of the 
Holy Spirit who was poured out upon you. May you rest in 
peace and dwell forever in the paradise of God. Amen 

When a life-support system is withdrawn 

5. The minister may say: 

‘P| God of compassion and love, you have breathed into us 
the breath of life and have given us the exercise of our 
minds and wills. In our frailty we surrender all life to you 
from whom it came, trusting in your gracious promises; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (487) 

6. The minister may say: 

'P) Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; 
your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people: 

A light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

iy Amen 
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COMMENDATION OF THE DYING 

7. At the time of death, the minister says: 

‘P| Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your 
servant, name . Acknowledge, we humbly beseech 
you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, 
a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him/her into the 
arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. —_ ss) 

(3) Amen 

&. Afier death, the following may be said: 

P Lord Jesus Christ, through water and the Spirit 
name has been brought into your family; receive 

him/her and present him/her to God Most High. 

©) Amen 

P| O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, 
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the 
busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work 
is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — 260) 

i) Amen 

9. Prayers may be included for the family. Those present may be 
invited to offer prayers. 

10. The minister says: 

P) May ___name____ and all the departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

OR 

P) Almighty God, Father, ** Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 

i) Amen 
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COMFORTING THE BEREAVED 

1. This order may be used at the place of death, the home of the 
deceased, or a funeral establishment. 

2. When the family has gathered: 

L) Lord, have mercy. OR | IE) Holy God, 
Christ, have mercy. holy mighty One, 
Lord, have mercy. holy immortal One, 

have mercy on us. 

3. One of the following psalms is said. 

1] lift up my eyes to the hills;* 
from where is my help to come? 

2My help comes from the Lorp;* 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

3He will not let your foot be moved" 2 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4Behold, he who keeps watch over Fsrael* 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

>the Lorp himself watches ‘over you;* 
the Lorp is your shade at your right hand, 

°so that the sun shall not strike you by day," 
nor the moon by night. 

*The Lorp shall preserve you from all evil;* 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

*The Lorb shall watch over 
your going out and your coming in,” 

from this time forth forevermore. — @s. 12) eS 

OR 
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*Out of, the depths have I called to you, O Lorn; 
Lorp, hear my voice;* 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
“If you, Lorb, were to note what is done amiss." 

O Lor», who could stand? 
*For there is forgiveness with you;* 

therefore you shall be feared. 
4] wait for the Lorp; my soul ‘waits for him;* 

in his word is my hope. 
° My soul waits for the Lorn, 
more than watchmen for the morning,* 

more than watchmen for the morning. 
8O Israel, wait for the Lorp,* 

for with the Lorp there is mercy; 
“with him there is plenteous redemption," 

and he shall redeem israel from all their sins. rs. 130) 

4. One or more of the following or another appropriate lesson may 
be read. 

A reading from Deuteronomy: The eternal God is your dwelling 
place, and underneath are the everlasting arms. — Deut. 33:27) 

A reading from St. John: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and 
no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” 

(John 10:27-29) 

A reading from Romans: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, 
we were baptized into his death. We were buried therefore with 
him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 

For he who has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. For we know 

that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. (Rom. 6:3-9) 
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COMFORTING THE BEREAVED 

A reading from Romans: We know that in everything God works 
for good with those who love him, who are called according to 
his purpose. (Rom. 8:28) 

5. Reflection on the readings and on the life of the deceased may 
follow. Informal conversation with the family may be appropriate. 

6. One or more of the following prayers may be said. 

Let us pray. 

(L| Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort: 
Deal graciously, we pray, with those who mourn, that, casting 
all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of 
your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ 20) 

fi Amen 

OR 

IL) Eternal God, you gave _____name__ a new birth in 
Baptism and entrusted him/her to us for a time that seems too 
short. As we thank you for the life we shared, help us now to 
release him/her to your mighty keeping. Bring us all to that 
day when we shall stand in your presence with all your saints 
in light eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (488) 

i Amen 

OR * 

L) With reverence and affection we remember before you, O 
everlasting God, all our departed friends and relatives. Keep 
us in union with them here through faith and love toward 
you, that hereafter we may enter into your presence and be 
numbered with those who serve you and look upon your face 
in glory everlasting, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(235) 

i) Amen 

OR 
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L’ O most loving Father, you want us to give thanks for all 
things, to fear nothing except losing you, and to lay all our 
cares on you, knowing that you care for us. Grant that no 
clouds in this mortal life may hide from us the light of your 
immortal love shown to us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(489) i Amen 

OR 

L’ Merciful Creator, your Holy Spirit intercedes for us even 
when we do not know how to pray. Send your Spirit now to 
comfort us in these days of need and loss, and help us to 
commend name to your merciful care; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (490) 

“Amen 

OR 
At the death of a child 

LO God our Father, your beloved Son took children into his 
arms and blessed them. Give us grace, we pray, that we may 
entrust name to your never-failing care and love, 
and bring us all to your heavenly kingdom; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ a3) 

(j Amen 

7. The prayers conclude: 

‘L) Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

{3 Amen 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 
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OR 

M Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

& The blessing is said. 

L) The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

f3 Amen 
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BURIAL OF THE DEAD 

I. This order may be used as a memorial service by omitting those 
portions indicated by the red line in the left margin. 

2. The ceremonies or tributes of social or fraternal societies have 
no place within the service of the Church. 

At the Entrance to the Church 

3. The ministers meet the coffin, the pallbearers, and the bereaved 

at the entrance to the church. 

P Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
source of all mercy and the God of all consolation. He comforts 
us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sor- 

rows with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 

(3 Thanks be to God. 

4, A pall may be placed upon the coffin by the pallbearers or 

other assisting ministers, and the following may be said. 

'P) When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized 
into his death. We were buried therefore with him by Baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we shall cer- 

tainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
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BURIAL OF THE DEAD 

Procession 

Stand 

5. The procession forms and enters the church, the ministers pre- 
ceding the coffin. 

6. A psalm, hymn, or appropriate verse may be sung as the pro- 
cession goes to the front of the church. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

(P) The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

iP) Let us pray. 

7. One of the following prayers is said. 

(P|) O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today 
our brother/sister, name . We thank you for giving 
him/her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pil- 
grimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us 
who mourn. Give us your aid, so we may see in death the 
gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on earth 
in confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those 
who have gone before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (279) 

( Amen 

OR 

'P) Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort: 
Deal graciously, we pray, with those who mourn, that, casting 
all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of 
your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (280) 

(8 Amen 

OR 
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‘P) Almighty God, those who die in the Lord still live with 
you in joy and blessedness. We give you heartfelt thanks for 
the grace you have bestowed upon your servants who have 
finished their course in faith and now rest from their labors. 
May we, with all who have died in the true faith, have perfect 
fulfillment and joy in your eternal and everlasting glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. si 

OR 

PO God, your days are without end and your mercies 
cannot be counted. Make us aware of the shortness and 
uncertainty of human life, and let your Holy Spirit lead us in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of our life, so that, 
when we shall have served you in our generation, we may be 
gathered to our ancestors, having the testimony of a good 
conscience, in the communion of your Church, in the confi- 
dence of a certain faith, in the comfort of a holy hope, in 
favor with you, our God, and in peace with all humanity; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 2x2) 

{4} Amen 

OR 

At the burial of a child 

(P) O God our Father, your beloved Son took children into his 
arms and blessed them. Give us grace, we pray, that we may 
entrust _____»ame__ to your never-failing care and love, 
and bring us all to your heavenly kingdom; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. _ a3) 

Amen 

Sit 
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8. One or two lessons are read. A psalm, hymn, or anthem may be 

sung between the first and second readings. 

As a first reading, one of the following or another appropriate les- 

son may be announced and read. 

“Oh, that my words were recorded, 
that they were written on a scroll, 

that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, 
or engraved in rock forever! 

I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 

And after my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I will see God; 

I myself will see him, 
with my own eyes—I, and not another.” (lob 19:23-27a) 

On this mountain the Lorp of hosts will make for all peoples a 
feast of fat things, a feast of wine on the lees, of fat things full 
of marrow, of wine on the lees well refined. And he will destroy 
on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the 
veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death for- 
ever, and the Lord Gop will wipe away tears from all faces, and 
the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth; 
for the Lorp has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, that he might save us. This is the Lorp; we have waited 
for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” (Isa. 25:6-9) 

One of the following or another appropriate psalm, hymn, or an- 

them may be sung between the first and second readings. 

Antiphon: The Lorp of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. —_w. 4) 

‘God is our refuge and strength; 
a very present help in trouble. 

* Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved 
and though the mountains 
be toppled into the depths of the sea; 

3 though its waters rage and foam* 
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 

*The Lorn of hosts is with us* 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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° There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God." 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

® God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown:* 
God shall help her at the break of day. _ 

’The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken;* 
God has spoken, and the earth shall ‘melt away. ¢. 46:1-7) 

Antiphon: The Lorp of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. w. 

Antiphon: Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. —_w. 4) 

1] lift up my eyes to the hills:* 
from where is my help to come? 

* My help comes from the Lorp,* 
the maker of heave en and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved" a 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel* 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

>the Lorp himself watches over you;” 
the Lorp is your shade at your right hand, 

®so that the sun shall not strike you by day," 
nor the moon by night. ss» 

7The Lorp shall preserve you from all evil;* 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

’The Lorp shall watch over your going out and your coming in," 
from this time forth forevermore. (rs. 12) 

Antiphon: Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. —_w. 4) 

As a second reading, one of the following or another appropriate 
lesson may be announced and read. 

What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is against 
us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, will he not also give us all things with him? Who shall bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies; who is to 
condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from 
the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 
for us? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trib- 
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ulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all crea- 
tion, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. — Rom. 8:31-35, 37-39) 

Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrep- 
resenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ, 

whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of 
all men most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 

of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by 
a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each 

in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. For he must eign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

(1 Cor. 15:12-26) 

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared and ready, like a bride dressed to 
meet her husband. I heard a loud voice speaking from the 
throne: “Now God’s home is with mankind! He will live with 
them, and they shall be his people. God himself will be with 
them, and he will be their God. He will wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or crying 
or pain. The old things have disappeared.” 

Then the one who sits on the throne said, “And now I make all 
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things new!” He also said to me, “Write this, because these 
words are true and can be trusted.” And he said, “It is done! I 
am the first and the last, the beginning and the end. To anyone 
who is thirsty I will give the right to drink from the spring of the 
water of life without paying for it. Whoever wins the victory will 
receive this from me: I will be his God, and he will be my son.” 

(Rev. 21:2-7) 

9. The appropriate verse may be sung: 

( Alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be 
glory and power forever and ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

OR 

Lent 

If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with him; if 

we are faithful to the end, we shall reign with him 

Stand 

10. The Gospel is announced. One of the following or another ap- 
propriate Gospel is read. 

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. But I know that even now God will give 
you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resur- 
rection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you 

are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the 

world.” = ohn 11:21-27) 

“Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in 

me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And 
when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And 
you know the way where I am going.” Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know 

the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. ohn 14:1-6) 
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Sit 

11. The sermon follows the reading of the Gospel. 

Stand 

12. A hymn is sung. 

13. The creed may be said. 

(P} God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

@ I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

14. The prayers are said. Other appropriate prayers may be used 

instead. 

‘Al Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one 
communion, in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Give to your whole Church in heaven and on earth your 
light and your peace. 

(3 Hear us, Lord. 

* Or, He descended to the dead. 
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A’ Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and 
resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and that 
through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to 
our joyful resurrection. 

(3 Hear us, Lord. 

A Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as 
yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and 
righteousness all our days. 

( Hear us, Lord. 

A Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may 
be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind. 

( Hear us, Lord. 

A Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, 
that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may know the consola- 
tion of your love. 

(4 Hear us, Lord. 

‘A’ Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they 
may have strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a 
holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal 
life with those they love. 

(4 Hear us, Lord. 

Al Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot under- 

stand, to believe and trust in the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 

© Hear us, Lord. 

‘A) Grant us grace to entrust name to your never- 

failing love which sustained him/her in this life. Receive him/her 

into the arms of your mercy, and remember him/her according to 

the favor you bear for your people. 

Hear us, Lord. 
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15. The intercessions conclude with one of the following prayers. 

‘Al God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. We give you 
thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the power of 
death and by his resurrection has opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives 
we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things 
present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from 
your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

(284) 

OR 

‘Al God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You 
are the strength of those who labor; you are the rest of the 
blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of your saints. We 
remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peace- 
fully died, and especially those most dear to us who rest in 
you. . . . Give us in time our portion with those who have 
trusted in you and have striven to do your holy will. To your 
name, with the Church on earth and the Church in heaven, 

we ascribe all honor and glory, now and forever. —_s) 

(3 Amen 

16. When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues 
with the Peace (23). The Commendation then follows the post-com- 
munion canticle (“Lord, now you let your servant . . .”) (39) and 
prayer (40). 

17. When there is no Communion, the service continues with the 
Lord's Prayer. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 
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OR 

@ Onur Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us froin evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

Sit 

Commendation 

| 18. The ministers take their places at the coffin. 

P Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your ser- 
vant, _____name____. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, 

a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 

your own redeeming. Receive him/her into the arms of your 
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light. —_—_ a6) 

(3 Amen 

P) Let us go forth in peace. 

In the name of Christ. Amen 

Stand 

19. The procession forms and leaves the church, the ministers 

preceding the coffin. 

20. As the procession leaves the church, a psalm, hymn, or an- 
them may be sung. The canticle, “Lord, now you let your 

servant... ,”° may be sung if it has not been sung in the Holy 
Communion (39). 
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Committal 

21. The ministers precede the coffin to the place of interment. 

During the procession, one or more of these verses may be sung 

or said. 

Al I called to the Lord in my distress; 
the Lord answered by setting me free. 

It is better to rely on the Lord than to put any trust in flesh. 
It is better to rely on the Lord than to put any trust in rulers. 

I was pressed so hard that I almost fell, 
but the Lord came to my help. 

There is a sound of exultation and victory 
in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! 
The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them, 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
“This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter.” 

(Ps. 118:5, 8-9, 13, 15-17, 19-20) 

‘Al For I know that my Redeemer fives, and at last he will stand 
upon the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then 
from my flesh I shall see God. Gob 19:25-26) 

(A| None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 

so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
(Rom. 14:7-8) 

A) “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord; “he who 

believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever 

lives and believes in me shall never die.” (John. 11:25~26a) 
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22. When all have arrived at the place of burial, the following 
prayer may be said. 

‘P| Almighty God, by the death and burial of Jesus, your 
anointed, you have destroyed death and sanctified the graves of 
all your saints. Keep our brother/sister, whose body we now lay 
to rest, in the company of all your saints and, at the last, raise 
him/her up to share with all your faithful people the endless joy 
and peace won through the glorious resurrection of Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (287) 

(J Amen 

23. One of the following lessons may be read. 

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of man to 

be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates 

his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves 
me, he must follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant 

be also; if anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.” 
(John 12:23-26) 

Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable na- 
ture must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must 
put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperish- 
able, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass 
the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O 
death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?” The 
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Cor. 15:51-57) 

Our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like 
his giorious body, by the power which enables him even to sub- 
ject all things to himself. Phil. 3:20-21) 
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24. The coffin is lowered into the grave or placed in its resting 
place. Earth may be cast on the coffin as the minister says: 

P) In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to almighty God 
our brother/sister, ______name____, and we commit his/her 
body to the ground/the deep/the elements/its resting place; 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless 
him/her and keep him/her. The Lord make his face shine on 
him/her and be gracious to him/her. The Lord look upon 
him/her with favor and give him/her ik peace. 

© Amen 

OR 

P) Since almighty God has called our brother/sister, 
____name__, from this life to himself, we commit his/ 
her body to the earth from which it was made/the deep/the 
elements /its resting place. Christ was the first to rise from the 
dead, and we know that he will raise up our mortal bodies to 
be like his in glory. We commend our brother/sister to the 
Lord: May the Lord receive him/her into his peace and raise 
him/her up on the last day. 

@ Amen 

‘P| Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

{3 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 
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( Onur Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

P Lord Jesus, by your death you took away the sting of death. 
Grant to us, your servants, so to follow in faith where you have 
led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you 
and wake in your likeness; to you, the author and giver of life, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. _2s8) 

Amen 

25. Then may be said: 

P| Rest eternal grant him/her, O Lord; 

A and let light perpetual shine upon him/her. 

26. The minister blesses the people. 

P) The God of peace—who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant—make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for- 
ever and ever. 

(3 Amen 

‘P) Let us go in peace. 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> This service is intended primarily for use in a church with the 

body of the deceased present. When used in other locations—cre- 
matory chapel, private house, funeral parlor—where processions 
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and other liturgical actions are not feasible, the service is to be 
modified accordingly. 

> For additional notes on Burial of the Dead, see Lutheran Book 
of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 37. 

PROPERS 

Psalms and Verses for the Processions 
Psalm 23 
Refrain/antiphon 
Psalm 90 
Refrain/antiphon vy. 
Psalm 118 
Refrain/antiphon wv. 
Psalm 130 
Refrain/antiphon 

John 11:25-26 
Romans 14:7-9 
Revelation 14:13 

(v. 4) 

13) 

19) 

(v. 5) 

“Even as we live each day,” hymn 350 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 42: 1-7 

Refrain/antiphon (v. 2) 

Psalm 46:1-7 

Refrain/antiphon (v. 4) 

Psalm 121 

Refrain/antiphon (v. 4) 
Psalm 143 
Refrain/antiphon vy. 

Job 19:23-27a 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

Romans 5: 1-11 

Romans 5:17-21 

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 

*Matthew 11:25-30 

Matthew 25:1-13 

Luke 12:35-40 

Isaiah 61: 1-3 

* 

1 Corinthians 15:12-26 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

*1 John 3:1-2 

John 5:24-29 

*John 6:37-40 

“Appropriate at the burial of a child. 
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RECEPTION OF LUTHERANS 
BY TRANSFER 

1. The reception of Lutherans in good standing by transfer from 
other congregations acknowledges the identity of the total Lutheran 
family. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Creed (20). 

Sit 

3. The minister addresses the congregation: 

(P] These persons have come to us from other Lutheran congrega- 
tions and desire to transfer their membership into our community 
of faith. 

4, Their names are read. The new members may come forward 

5. A representative of the congregation welcomes them. 

We welcome you as members of __name of congregation _ to join with 
us in worshiping God, hearing his Word and sharing his supper, 
proclaiming the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed, serving all people, and striving for justice and peace in all 
the earth. 
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Stand 

6. The prayers are said. 

‘A) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in 

need, the parish, special concerns. 

The congregation may be invited to offer petitions and thanks- 

givings. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

(A) Lord, in your mercy, OR | a) Let us pray to the Lord. 

@ hear our prayer. @ Lord, have mercy. 

(A) We thank you, Lord, for these new members of our congrega- 
tion. By your life-giving power, bind us to each other in you, 
strengthen us for service, support us all our days, and bring us at 
length to that day when all your children will be one and you 
will be All-in-All. —— ¢491y 

The prayers conclude: 

(P| Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

@ Amen 

7. The peace is shared. 

(P|) The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

@ And also with you. 

The minister, the new members, and the congregation may greet 
one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. (yj Peace be with you. 

8. All return to their places. 

Sit 

9. The service continues with the Offering (24). 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> When Lutherans are received by transfer at the same service in 
which persons are received from other denominations, the reception 
of Lutherans by transfer is placed at the conclusion of Affirmation 
of Baptism, Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 
324; immediately before the Peace (17), the minister addresses the 
congregation <3) and reads the names <4) of the Lutherans to be 
received by transfer; these persons may come forward, and a repre- 
sentative of the congregation welcomes them <5). The prayers (6) 
are not used, and the service continues with the Peace (17). 
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INSTALLATION OF 
ELECTED PARISH OFFICERS 

I. This order is appropriate for installing church council members 
and other elected officers of the congregation. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Sermon (18). * 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 

Sit 

4, The minister addresses the congregation: 

\P| The following persons, having been elected [by the congregation] 
to positions of leadership, are asked to come forward as their 
offices and names are read. 

5. The offices and names of those who are to be installed are read 
by a representative of the congregation. As their names are called, 
they come forward and stand before the minister. 
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6. The minister addresses those being installed: 

P) In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin 
and death and made you members of his Church. Through Word 
and Sacrament you have been nurtured in faith. I ask you, to- 
gether with all who are here gathered, to confess the faith of the 
Church, the faith in which we are baptized. 

Stand 

7. The Creed is said 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and bor of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

Sit 

8 The minister addresses those being installed: 

P| Sz. Paul writes: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but 
the same Spirit gives them. There are different ways of serving, 
but the same Lord is served. There are different abilities to per- 
form service, but the same God gives to everyone ability for 
particular service. The Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in 
each person, for the good of all. (1 Cor. 12:4-7) 

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this 

congregation. 

*Or, He descended to the dead. 
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9. The minister may read the specific duties of those being installed 
as outlined in the constitution of the congregation, or the following 

may be read. 

(P} You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of 

faith reflect him in whose name we gather. 

You are to work together with other members to see that the 
worship and work of Christ are done in this congregation, and 
that God’s will is done in this community and in the whole 
world. 

You are to be diligent in your specific area of serving, that the 
one Lord who empowers you is glorified. 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help maintain 
the life and harmony of this congregation. 

10. The minister addresses those being installed. 

(P) On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Are you ready to accept and faithfully to carry out the duties of 
the offices to which you have been elected? 

[ Yes, by the help of God. 

Stand 

11. Those being installed face the congregation. The minister ad- 
dresses the congregation: 

'P) People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your 
elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that 
Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

{3 Yes, by the help of God. 

12. Those being installed face the minister, who addresses them: 

P| I now declare you installed as officers/council members of this 
congregation. God bless you with his Holy Spirit, that you may 
prove faithful servants of Christ. 

i Amen 

13. The prayers are said. 

‘A’ Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 
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Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in 
need, the parish, special concerns. 

Prayers are included for the newly installed officers. 

The congregation may be invited to offer petitions and thanks- 
givings. 

The minister gives thanks for the faithful departed, especially for 
those who recently have died. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A) Lord, in your mercy, OR | {Al Let us pray to the Lord. 

@ hear our prayer. (@ Lord, have mercy. 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

14. The peace is shared. 

(P| The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

@ And also with you. 

The minister, the newly installed officers, and the congregation may 
greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. @& Peace be with you. 

15. All return to their places. 

Sit 

16. The service continues with the Offering (24). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 
1. p Installation of a Lay Professional Leader, page 136, is used to 

install staff persons whose ministries entail major occupational 

commitments. 
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INSTALLATION OF 
A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

1. This order is appropriate for installing those whose ministries 
entail major occupational commitments within the Church. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Sermon (18). The Creed may be said between 
the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 

4. A representative of the church council/board/agency comes for- 
ward and addresses the presiding minister: 

After prayerful deliberation, we of _____ certify 
that ______name_____ has been appointed to work as 

position , 

5. The person to be installed is presented to the presiding minister 
by the representative who has announced the appointment. 

Sit 

6. The minister addresses the candidate: 

(P| Our Lord, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith 
and a life of loving service to our neighbor. You stand among us 
as one called to render a particular service, a gift from God to 
inspire us to love and good works. 
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INSTALLATION OF A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

7. As a brief lesson, one or more of the following are read. 

A reading from Romans: Just as each of our bodies has several 
parts and each part has a separate function, so all of us, in union 
with Christ, form one body, and as parts of it we belong to each 
other. Our gifts differ according to the grace given us. If your gift 
is prophecy, then use it as your faith suggests; if administration, 
then use it for administration; if teaching, then use it for teach- 

ing. Let the preachers deliver sermons, the almsgivers give freely, 
the officials be diligent, and those who do works of mercy do 
them cheerfully. (Rom. 12:4-8) 

A reading from First Peter: Above all hold unfailing your love for 
one another, since love covers a multitude of sins. Practice hospi- 
tality ungrudgingly to one another. As each has received a gift, 
employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace: whoever speaks, as one who utters oracles of God; who- 
ever renders service, as one who renders it by the strength which 
God supplies; in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:8-11) 

A reading from St. Matthew: Jesus called the disciples to him and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great men exercise authority over them. It shall not be 
so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be 
your slave; even as the Son of man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” — (Matt. 20:25-28) 

8& The minister questions the candidate: 

P) Will you assume this ministry in the confidence that it comes 

from God? 

“4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) Will you carry out this ministry in accordance with the teach- 
ing and practice of the Lutheran Church? 

™ J will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and 
faithful in your use of the means of grace and in prayer? 

(4 J will, and I ask God to help me. 
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INSTALLATION OF A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

'P) Will you trust in God’s care, seek to grow in love for those 

you serve, strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the Gos- 
pel of God with a godly life? 

Twill, and I ask God to help me. 

P] Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 
them. 

(3 Amen 

9. The minister addresses the candidate: 

Po mame _, J install you as ____position in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

( Amen 

10. The newly installed may kneel, and the minister says the prayer 
appropriate to the ministry. 

'P) Let us pray. 

General 

'P) Gracious God, as you have called workers to varied tasks in 

the world and in your Church, so you have called this your 
servant to this ministry. Grant him/her joy and a spirit of bold 
trust, that his/her work may stir up each of us to a life of fruit- 
ful service; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. ¢4s2) 

OR 
Medical worker 

?! Merciful God, as your beloved Son brought health and 
strength to the sick and afflicted, so you have called this your 
servant to offer aid to the suffering. Make him/her wise in 
using his/her knowledge and skill, diligent in ministering to 
those in need, and compassionate in all his/her work. In the 
midst of suffering and death, make him/her a faithful witness 
to the hope of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(493 

OR 
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Director of Christian education, youth minister 

P Almighty and ever-living God, as you called apostles and 
evangelists, pastors and teachers to instruct, comfort, admonish, 

and care for us, so you have called this your servant. Fill him/ 
her with wisdom and patience, with love, and with faithfulness 

to your Word, that he/she may with gladness teach, comfort, 
counsel, and guide your people to maturity in Christ Jesus, 
your Son, our Lord. 494 

OR 
Christian day school teacher 

P| O God of wisdom, in your goodness you provide faithful 
teachers for your Church. By your Holy Spirit give all teachers 
insight into your Word, holy lives as examples to us all, and the 
courage to know and do the truth; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. cs) 

OR 
Church musician 

P| O God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to wor- 
ship: Be present with your servant who seeks through your gift 
of music to perfect our praises and to proclaim your Word with 
power. Through this ministry grant us new awareness of your 
beauty and grace, and make us all worthy at length to join the 
praises of the hosts of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (495) 

OR 
Administrative personnel 

P| O God, we remember with thanksgiving the orderliness of 
your continual creation and preservation of life. Bless and ac- 

cept the work of this your servant in helping the Church ful- 

fill its task. Remind us that we are accountable to you in all 

things great and small; through Jesus Christ our Lord. «4% 

@ Amen 
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